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DEFECTS OF ‘WHERE THE SILENCE IS' POINTED OUT 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 5-8 


[Open Letter to Zong Fuxian [1350 4395 0341] and All Comrades of *'~- "Where 
the Silence Is" Troupe in Shanghai Workers’ Cultural Palace, wzaitten on 
i6 November 1978 and posted on 19 November 1978] 


[Text] Comrades, how are you! 


Before I saw the drama "Where the Silence Is," I had already read a lot of 
praise of it in newspapers and magazines. 


Ever since the toppling of the "gang of four," I have been very attentive 
to cultural items criticizing this gang, but somehow feel that there have 
not been many in-depth portrayals. After I saw this drama and thought of 
the press comments, I felt rather perturbed. Many things have come to my 
mind, and I am anxious to tell you about them. What comes from my pen may 
sound rather hirsh, but I hope you will be patient enought to read it over. 
Probably you may disregard it, but I earnestly hope that my comrades will 
help me with their comments. 


Your idea is to expose and criticize the "gang of four" through this drama 
and at the same time, to laud the revolutionary fighters, who risked their 
own lives in fighting the "gang of four," with a view to educating the broad 
masses. 


Has the drama succeeded in this purpose? 
l. Please look at these historical facts: 


1975--Comrade Deng Xiaoping took charge of the Central Committee with 
Chairman Mao's approval. 


1975--A strikingly different outlook prevailed in every field throughout 
the country. 


End of 1975--Seizing the report on Chi Qun [6688 5028] by Liu Bing [0491 0393] 
and the others as a pretext, the Party Central Committee and Chairman Mao 


approved the nationwide movement to "criticize Deng and repulse right devia- 
tion wind." 


/ 











Beginning of 1976--The premier died and criticism of Deng rapidly escalated. 


Ching Ming Festival of 1976--People of Beijing mourned the premier indignant- 
ly condewned the "gang of four." 


5 April 1976--Revolutionary masses condemned the "gang of four" and were 
persecuted by the Bcijing Municipal Authorities resulting in a violent 
confrontation between the masses and the government. The Party Central 
Committee at that time passed the resolution that ‘The Tiananmen Incident" 
was counterrevolutionary in nature and the Beijing Municipality authorities 
undertook the brutal suppression of the revolutionary masses. 


1976--9 days after the "Tiananmen Incident," Chairman Mao decided that Deng's 
case had become one of contradiction between the enemy and ourselves. He 

was dismissed from all posts inside and outside the party and completely 
overthrown. Millions of people in Beijing and 900 millions of them through- 
out the country held grand parades to acclaim the Central Committee resclu- 
tions. 


The above facts show that: 


After the "Tiananmen I:icident" in 1976, the "gang of four" took advantage 
of Chairman Mao's wrong assessment of the situation of class struggle 

and launched an all-out offensive against China's revolutionary cause. 
First, they used Chairman Mao's fist to knock down the representative of 
the Chinese proletarian revoltuion--Comrade Deng Xiaoping. (In this con- 
nection, the announcement clearly stated that this was decided by the Cen- 
tral Committee on Chairman Mao's proposal.) This was followed by the most 
frantic counterattack against the revolutionary cadres and revolutionary 
people throughout the country. China was thus brought to the road of an 
all-round feudalist restoration. The Chinese people, already deep in suf- 
fering, were now faced with almost total ruin. 


This was the most dangerous and most trying time of the Chinese revolution 
since the Long March. The danger lay in the severe damage to industrial 

and agricuitural production; to scientific, cultural and educational develop- 
ment; and to political ideology, the ranks of cadres and party organizations 
apart from the impending seizure of political and state power and an all- 
out restoration by the "gang of four" and its affiliated factions. It was 
most trying because Chairman Mao--the great teacher who had led us from 
victory to victory in the history of Chinese revolution; the founder of 

our Marxist-Leninist political party and our socialist country; and the 
revolutionary leader whose revolutionary creativity with its unparalleled 
resourcefulness and profound insight had inspired not only China but also 
the world; and whose high prestige resounded in every corner of the coun- 
try--supported the "gang of four" in overthrowing Comrade Deng Xiaoping and 
in suppressing the earth-shaking "Tiananmen Incident" simply because of his 
metaphysical ideas and other causes in hisdeclining years, even though this 
was a people's movement for the causes of emancipation, progress and 
revolution. 














The broad masses, though mentally and physically disturbed by the contra- 
diction between political theories and the grim realities, and therefore 
could hardly suppress their great indignation, still found comfort in the 
thought that the revolutionary teacher Chairman Mao, who, in the people's 
opinion, was infallible, was still in charge of our country and party. 
Therefore, they never thought of conducting, or never dared to conduct a 
Marxist-Leninist analysis of the various social phenomena in the light of 
politics. In view of the verbally correct political leadership and “he ever 
deteriorating realities, they became confused, or even bewildered, and could 
not find any way to clarify the situation. 


On the other hand, anyone who really deviates from the official propaganda 
line by conducting a Marxist-Leninist analysis on all the social contra- 
dictions according to their innate laws would be suspected by the majority 
of cadres and people, despite their own suffering, of engaging in counter- 
revolutionary activities! 


However, in the course of analyzing and criticizing the "gang of four's" 
attempt to usurp party and state powers as well as their other perverse 
acts, the brave fighters who were dedicated to the people's cause by holding 
high the banner of the revolutionary theory of knowledge--"practice is the 
sole criterion for testing truth--would inevitably clash with many princi- 
ples and policies being practiced by the Party Central Committee at that 
time. At the same time, they could hardly avoid clashing with Chairman 
Mao's metaphysical ideas in his declining years and provide the best excuse 
for the "gang of four" and their henchmen to deceive the masses or to slap 
on them counterrevolutionary labels. 


These comrades might leave a favorable impression on the masses because of 
their attitude toward socialist labor and their close relations with the 
masses. However, since they were for the time being a minority in a politi- 
cal battlefield where their personal interests, personal possessions and 
even their lives were at stake, they would be easily misunderstood. In 
other words, the revolutionaries had to carry on their work by acting as 
though they were counterrevolutionaries. 


The situation of the revolutionaries and the masses as mentioned above 
reflects the extreme difficulty confronting the Chinese revolution. If 

the scenario does not fully reveal these dangers and difficulties, it will 
not be able to thoroughly expose and politidally criticize the "gang of 
four's" conspiracy in murdering Communist Party members by flaunting Chair- 
man Mao's banner. 


Nor will it be able to fully portray the lofty spirit of dedication and the 
infinitely high political ideals of those who had truth on their side and 
who showed no concern for their political reputation in public. At the 

same time, it will not be able to provoke people's thoughts on, or provide 
them with a profound knowledge of, the cardinal issues concerning the 
destiny of the state and the people. The audience too cannot learn anything 
Significant to be used as a guideline for their future course of action. 





After all, it does not give the audience much food for thought. 


Furthermore, your scenario did not present to the audience the several 
scenes of a deadly trial of strength between revolution and counterrevolu- 
tion on the Chinese historical stage. What was shown was merely some 
fragmentary historica! background materials which cannot sufficiently il- 
lustrate the dangers and difficulties for the revolution. Im fact, all 
these could have been clearly presented through the mouth of the actors 

in just a few sentences. 


Furthermore, what was the essence of the "Tiananmen Incident"? The people 
of Beijing, who have lived through this great revolutionary incident, 
clearly understand that to mourn Premier Zhou was one of the purposes. 
However, the more important and more significant purpose which drew tens 
of thousands of revolutionary masses to Tiananmen was to struggle against 
the attempt to usurp party and state leadership by the “gang of four." 

At that time, it was only on this piece of land that people could truly 
see China's bright future. But the pretext for arresting the so-called 
counterrevolutionaries was not their mourning Premier Zhou, but their 
“attacking Chairman Mao, the Party Central Committee, Jiang Qing, Zhang 
Chunqiao, Yao Wenyuan and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution." 

If the "counterrevolutionaries" were arrested under the pretext as pre- 
sented in the play, the dangers and difficulties to China's revolution at 
that time were totally ignored. 


2. How Should the Character Ouyang Ping [2962 7122 1627] Have Been 
Portrayed 


Through the Great Cultural Revolution, especially the latter part of it, 

- have profoundly realized that if people had only the spirit of dedication 
but not a mastery of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Throught, the ability for 

a profound and accurate analysis of the Great Cultural Revolution and the 
complex factors surrounding Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” and particular- 
ly for an accurate appraisal of Chairman Mao, they could not withstand the 
strong counterrevolutionary political pressure of that time. 


Without this profound understanding, they could not have firm self-confidence 
and the strong and forthright ideological strength in influencing and ed- 
ucating every comrade who had not yet awakened, and in eliminating the 
"poison of factionalism" from their minds. 


It was precisely because of this profound understanding that they were 

able to inspire steadfastness, staunchness and fearlessness among some 
people. It was precisely because of this profound understanding that their 
spirit of dedication could find a brilliant soul. 


Their profound understanding should be of great and powerful educational 
value to your audience. Yet you did not let Ouyang Ping talk about it. 
In fact, you have strangled Ouyang Ping's soul. 





Because of this background, which you have mutilated, and the fact that 

ycu have deprived Ouyang Ping of his soul, I cannot join the chorus of 
praises being showered by the press. At the same time, 1 du not believe 
that you have spoken the language of heroes completely and truthfully. I 
sincerely hope that we all could live up to the expectation of our predeces- 
sors and march forward with the banner of the "5 April" spirit. 


3. <A Dvama Should Be Like a Mirror 


Perhaps people feel that there is no need to depict the background dangers 
and difficulties for the reason that they are obvious to everyone. I strong- 
ly disagree! We must depict them. Since they are usually overlooked, peo- 
ple need a mirror to see them and to understand them. 


When the Great Cultural Revolution began, I was a young man full of enthu- 
Siasm and plunged into this movement whole-heartedly. Because of my 
naivete and ignorance, I could not discern the misdeeds or even reaction- 
ary deeds done under a revolutionary banner. As a result, when I thought 
that I was doing my best for the revolution, I committed many mistakes in 
dealing with the people, the revolutionary cause the revolutionary cadres. 
lt now pains me a great deal to think of these things. I was not remorse- 
ful, because learning takes time. Yet I was sorry for my mistakes and felt 
like reproaching myself. However, I turned my self-reproach into a motive 
force to spur myself in raising my own ideological level. In my work and 
study hereafter, I will make use of the political consciousness for which 
| have paid a heavy price. 


In the present society, there are thousands or tens of thousands like me. 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four" did not have many henchmen of their own. 
In persecuting the veteran revolutionary cadres, instigating factionalism, 
carrying out large-scale struggles by force, trampling socialist culture 
and education underfoot, attacking revolutionary intellectuals and so 
forth, didn't they use people like us as their pawns? Many among us were 
a scourge to the revolutionaries at that time. 


Should not these people, of whom there ar2 thousands and tens of thousands, 
be educated? Should the playwrights be satisfied with merely letting the 
people recognize the evils of the "gang of four" and to show their respect 
to the heroes once more? 


Chairman Mao has correctly told us: "The strength of imperialism and all 
reactionaries lies in th: people's lack of consciousness." 


Have not facts after the Great Cultural Revolution precisely illustrated 
this point? | 


Our dramas, particularly those portraying the Great Cultural Revolution, 
must not be satisfied with merely enabling the audience to increase their 
hatred of the enemy and their love of the revolutionary comrades. More 
important still, they should enable the audience to see their own lack of 
consciousness, to sneer at and to reflect on what they have done. This 














me-chod will touch their hearts, help them improve, and thus gradualiy pre- 
vent a recurrerce of such a spectacle: "Today, after seeing the ‘Three 
Big Poisonous Weeds," they know Deng Xiaoping is a good man who is honest 
and sincere in working for the people's interests; but tomorrow, as soon 
as the leadership sounds the clarion, they will take to the streets and, 
in high spirits, should "Down with Deng Xiaoping!" 


ii have made any mistake in this letter, please tell me frankly. 
With revolutionary greetings, 

Il am 

Holder of Work ID Card 

No Qi Xiu [3086 0208] 1-0538 


51, Wangfuniu [3769 1650 3662] Street 
Beijing. 


9411 
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RAILWAY WORKER EVALUATES MAO ZEDONG 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 9-10 


[Article by an anonymous Beijing railway worker: "Emancipate the Mind and 
Clarify the Truth,” dated 22 January 1978] 


[Text] Now that the truth of the Tiananmen Incident has been publicized, 
an acute and unavoidable problem is confronting all Chinese people: Did 
Chairman Mao commit any error? Can the masses of people discuss Chairman 
Mao's merits and shortcomings? 


Way back in 1962, Chairman Mao said: "On 12 June last year, the iust day 
of the working conference in Beijing convened by the Central Committee ci 
the Communist Party of China, I discussed my own shortcomings anc mistakes. 
I asked the comrades to convey what I said to the provinces and localities 
were not informed. It's as if my mistakes could or should be kept hidden. 
Comrades, they mustn't be kept hidden! Of all the mistakes by the Central 
Committee I am responsible for those directly related to me and I have a 
Share of the responsibility for those not directly related to me, because 

Il am its chairman." 


How beautiful are Chairman Mao's words! 


But why, aS soon as people mentioned Chairman Mao's shortcomings and mis- 
takes, would the “counterrevolutionary" label come out of nowhere and some- 
one wielding the "attack Chairman Mao" club would deliver a head-on blow? 


The pernicious influence of the cult of personality, idolatry, and the 
deification of the leader seems to be still fettering the minds of some 
peopl, particularly the cadres. 


We say Chairman Mao was a great leader of the Chinese people, and a great 
historical figure in China who had played a special role in the Chinese 
revolution and won immortal merits. This is acknowledged by the whole 
world. 


However, our affirmation of Chairman Mao's great achievements in China 
does not mean that Chairman Mao did not commit any error. 








Let me ask: Could Lin Biao have come to power without Chairman Mao's sup- 
port? 


Could Chairman Mao be ignorant of Jiang Qing's personal history? And didn't 
he know that Zhang Chunqiao was a renegade? Without his agreement, could 
the "gang of four" have whipped up the so-called movement to "repulse the 
right-deviation wind of reversing verdicts" for the purpose of overthrowing 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping? 


Without Chairman Mao's approval, could the Tiananmen Incident have been 
branded as a counterrevolutionary incident? This and so forth. 


We call ourselves believers in Marxism. Well, then, let us show our thorough- 
going materialist spirit: Whatever may be the real situation, we should 
truthfully tell the people instead of deceiving ourselves and hoodwinking 

the people and tampering with history. History must not be defiled. 


I say: Chairman Mao is no god! 


We hold that the time has come for an accurate appraisal of Chairman Mao, 
because only an accurate appraisal could truly preserve Chairman Mao's 
prestige and defend Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought. We must point 
out where Chairman Mao erred before we can conscientiously learn why such 
a great man as Chairman Mao could have committed mistakes; before the 
broad masses of cadres and people can truly draw their lesson and prevent 
political swindlers like Lin Biao and the "gang of four" from usurping 
party and state leadership; and before a reenactment of this historical 
tragedy can be prevented. 





valy by appraising Chairman Mao with the methods of seeking truth from facts 
and dividing one into two can the broad masses of cadres and people be 
encouraged to speak the truth; conversely, if people are not permitted to 
voice their opinion of Chairman Mao, then "freedom of speech" and "demo- 
cracy" will become meaningless and the so-called “emancipation of the mind" 
cannot be thoroughgoing. 


Our country is now entering a period of new historical development and has 
reached an historical crossroad. Whither China? The Chinese people are 
watching and thinking about it. 


If the Chinese society does not undergo a large-scale spiritual revolution, 
and if the Chinese people's minds are not completely emancipate, neither 
China's Four Modernizations nor its socialist revolution can be accomplished. 


A great spiritual revolution will certainly lead to a great social revolu- 
tion and stimulate a great economic reform. 


The time has come. Chinese people should stand up spiritually. To stand 
up, they must smash all spiritual shackles. 











Finally, let us review our great leader's teaching: 


"What possible reason is there for Marxists-Leninists to be afraid of the 
masses? While they avoid mentioning their own mistakes, these comrades 
are likewise afraid of having their mistakes mentioned by the masses. The 
more they're afraid, the more they're going to be haunted by ghosts." 


"Problems should be brought out into the open frankly and the masses al- 
lowed to speak out, speak out even if we are going to be abused." 


"In short, if you let others speak out, the heavens won't fall and you 
won't be toppled. And if you don't? Then the day will inevitably come when 
you are toppled." 
Such is historical materialism. 

A Beijing railway worker 
(Nute) Quotations from Chairman Mao are from the 1962 "Talk at an Enlarged 


Working Conference Convened by the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China." 


9411 
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REVALUATION OF FORMER LEADERS PROPOSED 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 11-15 
[Article: "Proposals to the Party Central Committee"”] 


[Text] "To free the spirit from its cell, 
We must ourselves decided our duty."--The Internationale 


The society advances through continual changes. I would like to put for- 
ward ny proposals on this basis. 


1. Improve the Inner Party Democratic System of Election and Abolish the 
System of Lifetime Tenure of Office 


The great Chinese Communist Party founded by Chairman Mao has led people 
of the whole country to overthrow the three big mountains, established the 
Chinese People's Republic, and propelled China on its historical forward 
march. These achievements should form a proud chapter of our history. 


New China was born of a semifeudal and semicolonial system. For thousands 
of years, the feudal system has captivated people's minds and brought to 
this generation an evil--the system of lifetime tenure in office. There- 
fore, instead of our pride, the long history of feudalism has brought us 
irreparable damage. 


Human beings are subject to the laws of metabolism. Nobody can ever avoid 
senility or death. But senility and death should never be allowed for a 
society, because it must forever continue to advance. Therefore, when a 
person's energy is not up to the demands of society, he should retire. 
This is only natural. 


While people generally do not willingly negate their own mistakes, the 
society demands prompt negation and correction of a person's ideals, 
feelings, policies and line if they have been proved to be wrong by prac- 
tice. The society's progress is a continual process of affirming the right 
and negating the wrong of the past, but the system of lifetime tenure usu- 
ally postpones the necessary "negation" to a later generation, thus slowing 
down the progress of history. 








Of course, it is possible that some people have been correct throughout 
their lives, but the society cannot place its hopes on such a possibility. 
Instead, it must adopt foolproof measures to insure its progress. It will 
then be necessary to abolish the system of lifetime tenure and establish a 
practical system of periodical election in order to choose the most prom- 
ising leadership talents for social development. Thus a leadership con- 
tingent which is always full of vigor and should never die will replace 
individual leaders who must die sooner or later. Im fact, these two sys- 
tems are embodied in democratic centralism, but practice in the past 28 
years has proved that they could not be guaranteed in the absence of a sound 
System. This has been the root cause of misfortunes for the Chinese people 
as well as for Chairman Mao himself. 


History has proved that the system of lifetime tenure has more defects than 
merits. 


In a feudal society, every monarch served a lifetime tenure on a hereditary 
basis. As a result, every dynasty had to go through the stages of pros- 
perity, decadence and finally destruction. 


Stalin, in the latter part of his lifetime tenure, committed major errors 
and brought grave damage to the revolution. 


Chairman Mao was the founder of our country and enjoyed a lifetime tenure, 
as people could easily undertstand. But history is inexorable, and the big 
retrogression in the past 10 years and more is an eloquent testimony that 
even such a great leader as Chairman Mao could not be free from the defects 
of the lifetime tenure system. He was even harmed by this sytem which he 
himself set up. From what we could see in the later years of a lifetime 
leader, the intensification of contradictions within the political power 
structure leading to want *rugeles or even coup d'etat was only natural. 
Worse still, in order to bc 1 ‘etime leader, people have to pay a heavy 
price in the sacrifice of a ge -ration of leadership talents. Were not 
Zhou Enlai, Chen Yi, Peng Dehuai end Liu Shaoqi leadership talents? Even 
great leaders like Hua Guofeng, Ye Jiangying and veng Xiaoping almost fell 
victims to the "gang of four's" conspiracy. All this will probably be a 
profoun lession for the communist movement. 


History has also proved that the system of democratic election has more 
merits than defects. 


Whenever the Chinese Communist Party had taken a devious or wrong path, 
there were usually democratic elections for a change of leadership and the 
correction of mistakes. Had Chen Duxiu [7115 374, 4423] or any other person 
dominated the leading position permanently, could China be what it is today? 
The "gang of four,” formed in 10 years, could be smashed by the Party 
Central Committee headed by the wise leader Hua Guofeng only one month 

after Chairman Mao's death. This irrefutably proves the great superiority 
of the change of leadership. 


1l 











The improvement and development of Sino-U.S. and Sino-Japanese relations 
rapid!y materialized after the changes of leadership at the other end. 


These historical experiences should be carefully summed up in order to set 
an example and blast a new trail for the Communist International Movement. 


Our revolutionaries of the older generation founded New China and helped 

the Chinese society take a gigantic step forward. If the system of demo- 
cratic election will be adopted for the party in future and if the system 

of lifetime tenure will be abolished, the Chinese society will take a 

big leap forward. Today, this historical mission has unavoidably devolved 

on our leaders Hua Guofeng, Ye Jianying, Deng Xiaoping and the others. 

This is truly a question of fundamental importance for hundreds and thou- 
sands of years, and the fulfillment of this mission will bea greater achieve- 
ment than any of those won by great Chinese men of the past, and these heroes 
will be forever hailed by future generations. 


The future generations are placing their hopes on these revolutionary heroes. 
2. Proposal for the Revaluation of the Great Cultural Revolution 


When the 3 years of difficulty had passed, policies and lines of the party 
became divided with Liu Shaoqi and Chairman Mao on opposite sides on matters 
concerning policies, lines and authorities. This was the main cause of the 
Great Cultural Revolution. 


According to the party's system of democratic centralism, problems of party 
members should be solved through due orangizational process. However, the 
system of democratic centralism was destroyed in the Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion and the masses were "mobilized" through illegal means, resulting in 
the deaths of numerous people from beating in a most tragic White Terror. 
The good but unfortunate Chinese people could only closely follow the cur- 
rent through ignorance, and thus became 20th century slaves. So the Great 
Culturai Revolution "smoothly" developed because of the people's slavish 
mentality and the control by the ultraleftist line of feudal-fascist autoc- 
racy. 


Struggle-criticism-transformation was actually a big historical retrogression. 


"Purification of ranks" was in fact the destruction of the cadres rank. 
This has now been negated by the implementation of policies. 


"Party consolidation" was in fact a preparation for Lin Biao's usurpation 
of party and state leadership. 

The "February Revolution," which was obviously a stirring revolutionary 
countercurrent, was branded as the "February Adverse Current" and the worst 
antiparty incident, and was so mentioned in the Political Report of the Ninth 
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National CCP Congress. Yet Lin Biao, the very biggest careerist, was 
designated the successor in the "Party Constitution." Can the political 
line of the Ninth National CCP Congress be called one of unity and victory? 
Can the organizational line of the Ninth National CCP Congress be said to be 
one of appointing people according to their merits? 


Had Lin Biao's death in the "13 September" air crash been taken as a lesson, 
the people could be reasonable with the good sense of helping restore order 
in the country and there would still be a bright future. However, instead 
of drawing any lesson from this affair, the mistake was compounded. In 

the 10th National CCP Congress, the organizational line of appointing 
people by favoratism of the Ninth National CCP Congress was continued and 
Wang Hongwen was designated the successor. (This was probably what the 
"gang of four" later claimed as "the principles already laid down.") This 
was only giving ascendancy to the "gang of four." The noble gesture of 
Premier Zhou won the respect of the people and moved them to tears. At 

the same time, it aroused an indignation which the people were unable to 
vent. 





After Comrade Deng Xiaoping's return to work, the people's hope rose. But 
there was soon the "counterattack." In the so-called "Criticize Lin Biao 
and Confucius Movement," the "gang of four" were bent on criticizing Lin 
Biao as the close comrade-in-arms of Confucius, thus killing two birds 
with one stone--by drawing a demarcation between Lin Biao and themselves, 
they also attacked the premier. 


The "25 March" Wenhui Bao Incident angered the hitherto very tolerant and 

the most law-abiding and well-behaved people of the world--the Chinese. 

Thus at the beginning of April, the heroic people of Beijing broke through 
various obstacles and surged on to the Tiananmen Square where they carried 
out the most courageous struggle with the "gang of four" and ended the gang's 
fond dream of usurping party and state leadership. But the people were sup- 
pressed. 


Up to that time, were there any good people directly leading the "Cultural 
Revolutionary Group under the Central Committee" during the Great Cultural 
Revolution? None at all! 


Up to that time, was there anything of positive value in the Great Cultural 
Revolution? Hard to find! 


Only the final step, namely smashing the “gang of four" and ending the Great 
Cultural Revolution, was a wise move. 


More than 2 years have passed since the smashing of the "gang of four." 
Yet today, the forbidden zones set up by them still exist. Perhaps the 
"gang of four" are now laughing up their sleeves, saying: "The Great Cul- 
tural Revolution is our magic weapon. And yet you are preserving them." 
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Chairman Hua called on us cto "further emancipate our minds." What a sig- 
nificant call! We must never let him down! 


"Pauperism" was the label forced on to us by the “gang of four." To save 
our own prestige, we must tear off this label with our own hands. If we 
have to let the future generation do this for us, it will mean a humiiiation 
for this generation. 


3. Proposal That Mao Zedong Be Evaluated by Separate Episodes 


The smashing of the "gang of four" is the second liberation of the Chinese 
nation. A complete emancipation of the mind will inevitably lead to a 
reavaluation of Mao Zedong. This has become an irresistible current today. 


Practice in the past several years has proved that talks behind closed 
doors in people's homes have finally broken through the confines of homes. 


People should be able to evaluate their own leader most accurately. If 
people before us could have given a more accurate evaluation than ours, 
this will be a misfortune for our generation. 


During his lifetime, Chairman Mao taught us to seek truth from facts. We 
of the younger generation should develop this fine tradition. We should 
declare to people of the world that we Chinese people never defend our short- 
comings. ‘Keeping family scandals secret" had become a narrow feudal 
etiquette of the long distant past. In his revolutionary struggles during 
the past several decades, Chairman Mao deserved people's admiration, which 
is only normal. However, all things may develop into their opposites. 
During the past 10 years' movement, Lin Biao and the "gang of four," for 
ulterior motives, developed, intensified and then took advantage of this 
great man's defects and errors. They outwardly held the banner the highest, 
but actually monopolized it and used it as a tiger's skin [to scare people]. 
Although he was actually a leader of the people, the careerists arbitrarily 
transformed him into an idol which people were forced to worship. Although 
he was a kind teacher, the careerists treated his words as imperial edicts 
to be memorized by people. Chairman Mao remained silent about all these 
practices for a long time. Thus the cult of personality, which could have 
been easily avoided, was developed until it reached the zenith in 10 years. 
Had Chairman Mao taken the warning sounded by Comrade Deng Xiaoping in his 
"Report to the Eight National CCP Congress" or taken the lessons from "The 
Emperor's New Clothes" and "Ge-peili-ya" seriously, China would have been 
spared 10 years' catastrophy and may take its place among the advanced 
countries much earlier. 


Chairman Mao has admitted his own mistakes as proved by practice in the past 
10 years and more. 


Today, Chairman Hua has corrected Chairman Mao's mistakes in practice, 


smashed the "gang of four," and completed the task which Chairman Mao should 
have completed, but found it difficult to complete, and therefore did not 
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complete. Now, the work of rehabilitation and exoneration is proceeding. 
This means the correction of Chairman Mao's mistakes. Facts have proved 
that by washing away the stains, the banner will become even more bril- 
liantly red. On the other hand, if these stains were simply covered up, 
the banner would in time be damaged or even ruined. 


Similarly, a revaluation of Mao Zedong will give us a clean banner; other- 
wise, these mistakes will become a mental burden exerting a pressure on our 
minds; a vortex forever obstructing our normal navigation; or even an ex- 
cuse for the enemy to attack and for our friends to denounce us. 


Mao Zedong's achievements cannot cover up his mistakes. Similarly, his 
mistakes cannot eclipse his achievements. Premier Zhou and numerous other 
revolutionaries of the old generation suffered brutal persecutions. For the 
success of Lin Biao, the “gang of four," and the "handful" of scoundrels, 
Mao Zedong cannot shirk his responsibility. There will eventually be the 
day when history will unequivocally announce that Mao Zedong in his declin- 
ing years unfortunately went over to the opposite side. 


Therefore, I earnestly propose, and hope the central authorities will agree, 
that a scientific sectional evaluation be conducted on Mao Zedong at an 

early date. (The simplistic methods of proportion of 3:7 or 1:9 are not 
enough for evaluating a great man's merits and shortcomings. Only a section- 
al evaluation of separate deeds based on historical materialism can be 
accurate and scientific.) 


4. Proposal That Previous Party Leaders Be Revaluated 


During the Great Cultural Revolution, many previous party leaders were 
cranded as renegades and counterrevoluwi ‘onaries, while the party had been 
all along great, glorious and correct. This is somewhat hard to understand. 
It may be possible that some of the previous party leaders became renegades, 
but it would be impractical to say that all of them were. This brings to 
mind the feudal logic that "those who succeed are emperors and those who 
fail are bandits." 


Therefore, | propose that the Party Central Committee should conduct a fresh 
historical materialistic evaluation on all former leaders. 


5. Revaluation of Liu Shaoqi 


The verdict on Liu Shaoqi was reached in the midst of a big upheaval. Now 
that there is great order across the land, a revaluation is due. Whether 
his ideology and line were correct or incorrect should be judged in the 
light of practice. If they are incorrect (such as the theory of docile 
tools), the problem should be solved through democratic process. 


If Liu Shaoqi was actually a renegade, why was not this problem investigated 


while he was still in office. The Central Committee should be responsible 
for this. If he was not, then it was unfair persecution and a case of 
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miscarriage of justice. He should then be rehabilitated and exonerated. 
(The saying that the conclusion is final when the coffin lid is placed comes 
from dogmatic methodology and must be criticized.) 


6. Proposal That the Truth of the Great Cultural Revolution Be Publicized 
to the People. 


Let the crimes of Lin Biao and the "gang of four" in persecuting Premier 
Zhou be all publicly proclaimed to the people. The "gang of four" should 
be put on public trial and properly convicted. 


7. Building Premier Zhou's Memorial Hall 


8. Allowing the masses to sum up the experiences of the past 10 years' 
movement in the forms of large or small discussion or debate groups. They 
should be free to speak what they want without being arrested or attacked. 
This will provide data from the masses for the summing up of the experiences 
of the 10 years' movement in the next party congress. 


"Satisfaction" isthe objective as well as the grave of hope. Only those 
who are never satisfied with the victories already won can push history 
forward on its endless march. 


Hou Dai [0683 0108] 

Haidian [3139 3244] 61st School 
Lu Xiong [0712 4498] 

25 November 1978 


9411 
cso: 4005 


16 








SYMPOSIUM ON DEMOCRACY HELD AT DEMOCRACY WALL 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 16-18 


[Report by Xiao Zhen [2556 2525]: "Before the Democracy Wall, Xidan Street, 
Beijing, in November 1978--An Authentic Record of What Was Seen and Heard 
at the Democracy Symposium on November 25"] 


[Text] The Xidan Democracy Wall is a brick wall of several hundied meters 
in length situated nearby the Xidan Playgrou:.d. 


Ever since the smashing of the "gang of four," citizens of the Beijing 
Municipality have been incessantly putting up various big-character and 
small-character posters there to accuse the "gang of four" of their crimes, 
reprimand Wu De [0702 1795], and cry out for the "5 April Movement." Hence, 
people call this wall the "Democracy Wall." 


On 15 November this year, the new Revolutionary Committee of the Beijing 
Municipality, with the approval of the Party's Central Committee, declared 
that the "Tian-an-men Incident" [of 1976] was "an entirely revolutionary 
action," 


Citizens of the Beijing Municipality, who are proud of their glorious 

"5S April" tradition, became boisterous with joy. On the Democracy Wall the 
luindred flowers all bloomed. Below the Democracy Wall tens of thousands of 
heads crowded together. People--from Beijing, from other places, and also 
from foreign countries, irrespective of their sex and their age, braved the 
chilly wind and the dust, gathered altogether. Everybody was busy squeezing 
forward, watching, reading, and copying day and night without stop. There 
was thus aroused another huge mass movement. 


On 25 November, this movement reached a high tide. 


In the afternoon of 25 November, thousands of the masses who gathered in 

front of the Xidan Democracy Wall began by looking at the big-character 
posters and discussing the big-character posters but eventually developed 

a large-scale forum on democracy. The forum lasted 4 days, and the issues 
discussed were extremely broad. The purposes formulated by those who presided 
over these discussions were: 
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1. To practise, by taking practical action, what the Constitution confers 

on the citizenry: "Citizens shall enjoy the freedom of assembly and expression." 
2. To ascertain the cause and origin of the "gang of four's" accession to 

power, to demand for socialist mass democracy, and to gradually realize the 
principles of the Paris Commune under the situation of stability and unity. 


3. To eliminate superstition and emancipate people's thinking and thereby 
sweep away ideolvgical obstacles in the way of the realization of the Four 
Modernizacions, and hence play the role of pioneers in science and in democracy. 


Since the author has only one pair of eyes and one pair of ears, the speeches 
and discussions he witnessed at the time were limited to the following: S 


The RENMIN RIBAO has published an article on how Stalin once criticized 
Lenin face-to-face. Has there been anyone in China who dared to criticize 
Chairman Mao face-to-face? None! Not a single one!" 


Some among the audience shouted: "Yes, Peng Dehuai [1756 1795 2037]!" 


"....We demand democracy! We demand people's rights! We demand people's 
livelihood!,.." 


A small lad said: "I know nothing else, but I do know that when I came 
back (from another place) last time, dumplings cost only 1.3 yuan a catty, 
and when I came back this time they cost 1.5 a catty!..." 


A person who professed to be a university teacher said to the masses around 
him: 


"IT am a Rightist whose lable as such has just been removed...." He discussed 
the question concerning the system of the state. “Legislative, executive, 
and control organs should all be independent from each other and should at 
the same time check and balance each other...." He also said that "In the 
past, we were used to singing ‘The East Is Red’ first before we started a 
meeting, and singing, ‘Internationale’ again at the end. But I wonder if 

all of you have noticed, in 'The East Is Red’ there is a sentence ‘He is the 
people's greater savior’ and in ‘Internationale’ there is a sentence ‘There 
has never been any deliverer', Are there any comrades who understand foreign 
languages here? I wonder whether there is any difference between ‘great 
savior’ and ‘deliverer'? As far as we know, they are the same." 


"The Cultural Revolucion was like a hurricane which served to sweep away 
all dirty mud and water patches; but the pity was that the dirtiest things 
happened to be right at the center of it!..." 


Someone issued the call: "Comrade! If anyone knows those who beat other 
people to death or hurt them during the Tian an men Incident, please write 
to Comarde x x x at the Department of Law, Beijing University!" 
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Someone said: "Some proposed to call [this place] ‘Hyde Park,'" "Let's 
still call it ‘Democracy Wall'!" 


Some foreigners in fancy clothing were very active. They wedged themselve. 
among the masses in an attempt to copy the big-character posters on the Wail, 
to take pictures of them, or to ask an interpreter to read them so that he 
could record them with their recorders. Other foreigners carried on conver- 
sations with Chinese, and they usually surrounded by others who would stretch 
out their necks and their ears to listen. 





At about 7 pm on the 26th, columnist Novak of America's WASHINGTON POST 

came to Democracy Wall and said to the masses: "Tomorrow (27th) morning 

I am going to visit Vice Premier Deng Xiaoping. If you have any problems, 

I can relay them for you. The day after tomorrow about this time, I'll be 
here to give you the answers!" He distributed his calling cards, and young 
people wrote various questions on them, such as: "How does he look at the 
Xidan Democarcy Wall? When will the new policy on Liu Shao-qi be put into 
effect? When is the new policy on Peng Dehuai going to be put into effect?..." 
Thus, people crowded before the Xidan Democarcy Wall, reading the big-character 
posters; a group here and a group there, expressing their opinions, would 
remain throughout the night. 


In the evening of the 27th, democratic discussions continued to take place 
at Xidan, but in an evern larger scale. 


Hence, organizers took the young people to the Tian an men Square. Upwards 
in the thousands, some in the ranks of these processions would link their 
hands, and some took the lead to shout the slogans "We demand democracy!" 
"We demand freedom!" Thus they proceeded through Changan Street to meet 
one another before the Monument. Several hundred of them sat erectly in 
the center of the Square. Another several hundred stood around them in an 
outer circle or climbed up to sit on the rails of the Monument. Those who 
were even farther would just stand on their bicycle frames. 


Organizers of the democracy symposium stood on the platform before the 
Monument, holding loudspeakers in their hands and shouting out their remarks 
loudly. The speakers were all very young; despite the chilly wind, they 
shouted urgently and loudly into the transistorized microphone to make clear 
their agitated words. 


"...1 came here after 8 hours of work and after I finished washing my baby's 
diapers (laughter), and I am going to return to office and work hard too! 
We must do well with our Four Modernizations. 


"We have no particular ambitions. We were common people, we are common 
people, and we will remain common people! But we want to be common people 
who are free and happy! (hurrah) 


"The reasons the old generation of revolutionaries fought to win the country 
was precisely to give the people their freedom. But why is it that in those 
da;'s 800 million people could not win the struggle against a mere four?... 
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"There were the so-called ‘Three Be-Loyal's,' the so-called ‘Four-Unlimited's'-- 
"Unlimited respect,’ ‘Uniimited admiration," and some other so-called 
Unlimited's'--which I can no longer remember! Nor do I care to remember... 
(young people hurrahing) 


"Even a movie was subject to topsy-turvy cutting (young people shouting: 
"But they themselves would watch any kind of movie!") and when ‘Look at 
the Nativeland' was to be staged there had to be a symposium too--which 
makes people laugh off their teeth! (young people hurrahing) 


"Three-year olds had to be subject to their guidance. Youths had to be 
subject to their guidance. People of 70 and 80 years old, too, had to be 
subject to their guidance. The people as a whole had to be guided by them 
for their entire life... (hurrah) 


"Even today there are still those who are like the A A X system of [changing 
liaojie 1603 1481 0055 0094] did! (somebody shouting beside the speaker: 
"Spiritual anesthesia!") And also simpletons like [Heng lu 2897 7216!] The 
people would like to arrest them! (hurrah) 


"We are not afraid of death! The blood of the martyrs of 5 April has already 
been shed here! (pointing at the platform of the Monument. Someone shouted 
from the side: "Truth will never die!") 


"We must amplify the 5 April spirit! We must not decorate the frame of 
the mirror of history with this 5 April spirit and simply let me look at 
it. 


"We must uphold this Party! But we must also supervise this Party! And 
.0ke it public servant of the people! All of us who come here today are 
heroes! We must take back with us the spirit of this November 25 Democracy 
Wall Symposium! And spread it far and wide!" 


Electricity for his transistorized microphone went out; it started to buzz. 
He then laid down the microphone and started to shout at the top of his 
lungs. By and by, he lost his voice. A presiding officer beside him let 

him rest and announced that he would like to have the (one character of a 
two-character adjective phrase illegible) comrade speak! After he finished 
speaking, the presiding officer then announced: "Participants in the Nanking 
Incident please speak."" (Someone shouted from the side: “Learn from the 
friendly warriors of Nanking! Pay our respect to the friendly warriors of 
Nanking!") 


A man of about 30, who wore glasses and who looked like a racher youthful 
teacher, took over the microphone and started to speak--as if he was lecturing 
in a classroom, with a Nanking accent: "We are here on business assignments, 
and we would like to pay our respect to the friendly Beijing warriozs!... 
During the Cultural Revolution we have all sworn to protect Cha“rman Mao 

with out lives! We have thought of assassinating Jiang Qing, but we could 

not think of any way to eliminate the root and origin of the "gang of four".... 
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In order to eliminate this root and origin, we must carry out the principles 
of the Paris Commune. Marx said: The three principles of the Paris Commune 
are, first, people of the whole country would elect the supreme leader; 
second, this leader can be dismissed and replaced at any time; and third, 
leaders of the country must not have a salary higher than that of the common 
workers!..." 


Finally, the presiding officer announced that he would teach the audience 
to sing the song "Democracy Wall." 


At 7 pm, 28th, several thousand young people again gathered in front of the 
Democracy Wall. The Sponsor of the "November 25" Democarcy Symposium started 
to lead them to sing the “Internationale” by way of the microphone. The 
manificent singing of these thousands of young male and female youths thus 
raised echoes through the chilly wind. After they finished singing, he 


There was excitement amidst the crowd, More and more people came to join 
them, perhaps as many as ten thousand. 


A sponsor spoke loudly through the microphone in his hand: “At 7 pm on the 
26th, when we held our Democracy Symposium at Xidan, columnist Novak of 
America's WASHINGTON POST and a Canadian correspondent relayed the questions 
we raised to Vice Chairman Deng Xiaopong. At 7 pm today, he came to Xidan 
to give us the answers. Now let me read to you, although these are just 
some general ideas. Vice Chairman Deng said: Democracy Wall is a good thing. 
The people do enjoy a right to freedom, but certain ways of raising the 
question are not something that I can fully agree with. For instance, to 
say that Chairman Mao's merits and faults make up about a 70 percent to 30 
nercent ratio, this is not what I can agree with. Chairman Mao's merits 

are far more than this 70 percent to 30 percent ratio would suggest. As for 
Peng Dehuai, his merits and faults perhaps make about a 60 percent to 40 
percent ratio, and this would be my own case as well. No answer was given 
on Liu Shao-qi. 


"This shows that the Party's Central Committee headed by Chairman Hua 
supports us!" 


The young people immediately hailed: "Support Chairman Hua! Support the 
Party's Central Committee!" 


Let our thinking break through the fetters! Long live the people! Long live 
democracy!... 


Recorded on December 28, 1978 


9255 
cso: 4005 
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DEMOCRATIC, UNOFFICIAL NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION URGED 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79, pp 19-21 


[Article by Bai Ho [4102 0678] dated November 1978: "On Democratic Newspaper 
Publication--Some Reflection on a Study of the New Constitution"] 


' [Text] When one has something to say but not allowed to say it and therefore 
has to keep it in one's mind like undigested food, one necessarily suffers. 
For a healthy person, this may not mean more than some slightly subdued 
resentment. To a sick person, however, this might well cause some trouble.... 
When one is allowed to clear up his throat and say a few truthful words, 
perhaps it would also constitute a great pleasure in one's life. Nor can 
this be otherwise, as people often say that "The demand of the Chinese is 
ordinarily not very high." We also frequently hear this kind of discussion 
among people: why, in such a vast country like China, with its 30 million- 
member largest Party in the world and as an ancient civilized country of 

one billion, one cannot even find a single unofficial newspaper in its huge 
territory of 9.6 million square kilometers and under the explicit protection 
of its Constitution; isn't this a rather strange thing? 


The people have long suffered the hardship of not having their own instruments 
of public opinion. When Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were swashbuckling 
across the country, the national economy was bordering on bankruptcy. Yet 

in the [official] newspaper, it was still seriously propagated to be a fine 
situation of "orioles singing and swallows swinging" prosperity. And children 
of luck like Zhang Tiesheng [1728 6993 3932], Huang Shuai [7806 1596], and 
Zhong Zhiyong [6945 1807 3938] who rose in "the flaming-red years" also 
appeared time and again in the newspapers and journals. Reporting devices 
designed to hoodwink the people like these in those days were just too 
numerous to be enumerated. The hidden arrows let loose at the old cadres 
proved to be increasingly more poisonous, and the steps in usurping the 

Party and seizing power became likewise more and more brisk. The people, on 
the othez hand, were becoming totally sick of this style of propaganda in 

the fashion of "a skinny donkey letting out a hard stream of urine!" Newspapers 
had in fact become the weapons with which the "gang of four" counter-attacked 
and got back at the people, and the battleground where encouragement was 

given to political opportunism and "filial and loyalty" [expressions] as 

well as the gambling casino of low cost and high profits--for their Party- 
usurping and power-seizing exercises. 


22 


"One reads a newspaper usually by looking at its headlines" is ordinarily 

a common phenomenon, but you are, however, forced to say some unconscionable 
words. People also pick up a newspaper and glance through it as a matter 

of habit. Thus, such a newspaper became in the minds of the people simply 
another term for falsehood. Yet this was a so-called Party newspaper which 
was supposed to have the greatest dignity--the readily given "“anti-Party" 
label would prohibit you from trying to make any critical remarks. The , 
reason for the young people not to say anything truthful was to look after 
their own future. The reason for the middle-aged not to say anything truth- 
ful was to protect their wives and children. The reason for the old people 
not to say anything truthful was to maintain their “happy late years." 
Everybody seemed to have two mouths and two faces. People's thinking was 

led by stylized eight-~legged writings in the newspapers onto the dead-end 
path of eight-legged thinking. Writings of the euphemistically antithetic 
style prevalent during the Cultural Revolution period are now out of fashion, 
of course, but the euphemistically antithetic style of thinking has continued 
to swashbuckle across this land somehow. 





Public opinion as controlled by the "gang of four" served to fool the people 
for a long time. Its "secret key" was nothing but the "no need for any 
factual ground" invented by Qin Kuai [4440 2910]. Can it be that the people 
should not have sung their praise of the martyrs whose fight won the country 
for them? No! Because the people did not have their "mouths!" No wonder 
at the time of the Qing-ming Festival [when people would usually visit their 
ancestral graves] the "gang of four" once more raised the wnip they had used 
over people's heads. Can it be that the people should not have exposed the 
true faces of these clowns? No! Because the people did not have their 
"mouths!" Can it be that, after the "5 April" heroes of unmatched valor were 
put in jail, the people should not have tried to vindicate them? Should the 
people not have tried to publicize the true situation about the "Tian an men 
Incident" before the nation? No! Because the people did not have their 
"mouths!" 


The "gang of four" knew only to struggle for power and profits. Why should 
they pay attention to the people's sufferings?! With one palm of its hand 
covering up the whole sky, those who followed them prospered and those who 
resisted them perished. Poet Ho Qifang [0149 0366 5364] lamented: "During 
the period of Jiang Jieshi's [5592 0094 4258] rule, we still had a 'NEW CHINA 
DAILY." But at that time we dared to publish not even a single word." All 
this was "literary suppression:" a gun in the left hand, and handcuffs in 
the right hand; criticism and struggle at the front, and detaining house at 
the rear. This was also "military suppression"--when old commander-in-chief 
Ho [6320] stood on that forlorn knoll looking in the remote direction in 
front of him, with his white-hair sideburned head trembling in despair, what 
did he wish to say? He had no place to say anything. In people's impression 
in those days, this towering figure who, as a commanding general, once 
impressed all with his marshal brilliance and sacred the wits out of his 
enemy had somehow become ‘a reticent person’... 
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With the "gang of four's"” tyrannical weight-throwing, the people had long 
become dissatisfied. Yet on the newspapers of those days--this "political 
thermostat"--was always maintained at "the daily thriving boiling point." 


Today, the people have now won the battle. This kind of situation should 
most certainly be subject to change! Our country has a powerful proletarian 
political party with 30 million party members and 1 billion heroic people 

who have undergone all kinds of tests. "Democratic newspaper publication" 
and "unofficial newspaper publication" can only be: 1. beneficial to 
democracy; 2. beneficial to the stimulation and encouragement of the leading 
organs of the government at all levels; and 3. beneficial to the practice 

of criticism and self-criticism. Perhaps some would say: "No permission can 
be given to anyone for exposing the dark side of socialism." True, if we 

do not expose it and it remains unknown to others, it would be fine; but 

if others already know and you still try to put up a front here, you would 

be letting others take you as a laughingstock. The days when one "has one's 
face swollen by a beating and thereby pretends to be simply a fatso" should 
always be hard for anyone to continue to take. Marxism is supposed to achieve 
progress in constant struggle. 


The reason why Lin Biao and the "gang of four" could accede to power was, 
according to their own motto: "One can never achieve anything big unless 

one resorts to lying." Indeed, only in this land of China could such a state 
of affairs emerge. Then, where do all the people who would speak nothing 

but truths go? When the historians, who were engaged in the study of history, 
heard propaganda stories like those concerning "Empress Lu [0712]" and "Cixi 
[1964 4406],"' they refused to believe. When literateurs heard about the 
worn-out wares like "Three Outstanding Preformances" and "Three Auxiliaries," 
they were dissatisfied. When the sociologists and economists heard that 
"Lenin would rather have socialist weeds than capitalist sprouts," they were 
angered! Can it be that they, too, were unwilling to stand up and speak some 
truthful words? Perhaps these people were standing on the brink of a precipice 
"in front of which even a ghost becomes worried"--"I wish to ride the wind 

and return to my heavenly place...." Or perhaps "Once one goes through that 
great pass in one's life, it would be hard for one to come back; when there 

is a cup of wine in front of you, it is necessary to get drunk with it." Or 
perhaps "Once one escapes into a little tower to establish a kingdom of one's 
own, there is no longer any need to care about the spring or the summer, the 
autumn or the winter." ...Yet, ultimately, they entered the Tian an men Square 
on "5 April" during the Qing ming Festival period.... We believe that if 
there are newspapers where they are given the opportunity to speak out, 
perhaps they will be able to say a few things. 


Many people have broached one point in certain foreign political systems 
which seems worthy of borrowing, such as the importance of public opinion. 
But when the "gang of four" qwashbuckled across the land, arresting people 
secretly, trying people in private courts, and similar paractices becoming 
known one after another in an endless continuum, private murmurs of this kind 
remained incapable of "arousing any big waves." This was why the "gang of 
four" dared to exercise their dictatorship in such a manner and to treat 
people's lives as if they were but weeds. Even though the wronged souls of 
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those who were persecuted to death are no longer capable of saying anything 
even while not dissipated, how can they help but hope that such tragedies 
as they have suffered will not visit their posterity again???!!! 


Everybody hates those who utter falsehoods, yet everybody has to say only 
falsehoods day in and day out: perhaps such a miserable, laughable and 
pitiful time will no longer contin’e?! 


The Constitution has provided such an article. If some people follow it 
through--by publishing a newspaper, they will not be put in an iron jail that 
is impossible for them to endure again, perhaps? If we only talk about 
eliminating the remnant poison of the "gang of four" and about "emanicipating 
our thinking," it might be very easy. But how much more difficult would 

it be to try to do something well! Every step one walks is liable to exact 

a price of no mean proportion! To whom shall we lodge our complaint? Shall 
we complain that China's feudal period was too long?... But this would be 
useless. China's commoners are fond cf saying: "Be a little more practical, 
be a little more generous in deeds." I think perhaps the best thing to do is 
still to simply publish a newspaper! I hope the government will express its 
support and also set up some institution to protect it and make it endure 

for ten thousand generations to come!! 


Here we think of this story of instructive significance:--During the Warring 
States period, when King Wei [1218] of Qi heard the report that Zou Ji [6760 
1803] was competing with the Duke of Xu [1776] for fine conduct, he deeply 
understood what was meant. Thereupon, he proclaimed to the people throughout 
the country that all those who dared to point out King Wei's fault right in 
his face would receive a high-class reward; all those who could point out 

his fault by submitting memorials would receive a middle-class reward; and 
all those who could discuss his fault in the streets would receive a low- 
class reward. Before long, the Kingdom of Qi began to prosper. 


Vocalists must have a stage to demonstrate their singing; farmers must have 
land in order to wield their hoes. The people who have something to say must 
have a newspaper--a real forum for the people. This would avoid the phenomena 
that big-characters get blown away by the wind and people standing outdoors 

to read them in the cold weather feel pain in their faces. The lifestyles 
under which people would sing madly in place of crying and would become numb 
without feelings about goings-on in the country must be changed for the sake 
of the "Four Modernizations," for the sake of our livelihood, and also for the 
sake of the posterity of the Chinese nation in the generations to come--the 
rise and fall of our national fortune is the responsibility of everyone. 
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COMPREHENSIVE APPRAISAL OF CHAIRMAN MAO ADVOCATED 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79, pp 21-25 


{[Big-characier poster by a worker in the capital: "Greetings to a Beautiful 
Spring of the Motherland"] 


[Text] Spring, one to which the people of China have been looking forward 
for a long time, is finally here! 


The people are now exercising their limbs which were long bound. They 

see that their motherland, with multiple wounds and in deep trouble because 

of the havoc played upon it by Lin Biao and the "gang of four," is now 

beginning to revive and advance toward the realization of the Four Modernizations. 


At the same time, people's thinking, which was long imprisoned and becamc. 
nearly suffocated, is likewise becoming gradually emancipated under the 
inspiration of the Party's Central Committee. Many problems which during 
tne Cultural Revolution period were never susceptible to understanding 

by the people also begin to clear up. 


Along with the thorough rectification of the Tian an men Incident, along 
with the clarficiation of a series of important case of false charges, and 
along with the restoration of the reputation of Lie Bin [0441 0393], 

Jian Bozhan [5054 0130 6363], and other living and dead comrades--along 
with the forward development of the historical process, an important and 
compelling question lies before us. 


--How are we going to correctly employ the dialectical-materialistic viewpoint 
in the treatment and appraisal of the founder of our Party, our state and 

our Army who was reared in our own motherland, our leader Chairman Mao who 
was, on the other hand, seriously twisted and deified by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four?" 


During the past 12 years, there have been many sharp questions lying before 
us in this manner-- 


Why was a deceiver like Lin Biao able to usurp a high position like he did? 
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Why was it possible for the Tian an men Square movement, which shook 
foreign countries as well as China and which brightened the pages of our 
history, to become designated at the time as a "counter-revolutionary" 
incident contrary to people's will in such a flagrant manner? 


While people's wrathful and hateful eyes were directed at this bunch of 
state-betraying culprits, Lin and the “gang of four," their worried and 
hopeful eyes were also directed toward our Chairman Mao. How good-natured 
people wished he would liberate the motherland in deep troubles and extensive 
disasters like he did 30 years ago! But, while he was still alive, he 
failed to do this, and all indications were that he did not intend to do 
this. 


For scores of years, the influence of his life on China has been really great, 
and what he has left to us is really rich! There have been great achievements; 
there are also serious lessons. There being a ratio between his merits and 
his demerits, this matter needs the people to make an appraisal, and only the 
people, too, can offer any correct appraisal. 


Chairman Mao was both a great leader and a person who coexisted 

with the people on the same planet. His birth and his ideology could not 
be viewed beyond the realm of history. Just as people have been saying, 
there are many reasons visible to us which suggest that we need to make a 
comprehensive appraisal of Chairman Mao today. 


1. Chairman Mao, together with the old generation of proletarian revolutionists, 
struggled for scores of years in order to establish the socialist China of 
today. But why during the Cultural Revolution so many old cadres became 
condemned as "renegades" and "capitalist-roaders" while real renegades 

Jaang Qing [3068 7230] and Zhang Chunqiao [1728 2504 2890], on the other 

hand, were able to swashbuckle for a period? From the rise and fall of 

our Vice Chairman Deng for several times, we can see how things were in those 
days in this regard. Before and since the founding of our state, Vice Chairman 
Deng has done a great deal of work for the revolution. Yet, when the Cultural 
Revolution got started, he, as one of the so-called Liu-Deng line originators, 
was forced to step aside. In 1975 it was Chairman Mao who let Comrade 

Deng Xiaoping come out to work again. But in 1976 the same reason for 10 
years earlier was used to declare that the relationship with Vice Chairman 
Deng was that of antagonistic contradiction and hence he was again dismissed 
from office. Some people might thus say, this was not right, this must have 
been a result of Chairman Mao being hoodwinked by the false situation fabrvi- 
cated entirely by the "gang of four." The "gang of four" naturally deserves 
our hatred, but if we calm down and do a bit of cool thinking, we would see 
how during the intense struggles before liberation, during the war of resistance 
against Japan, and during the Xian Incident, Chairman Mao was able to exert 

his foresight and his clear thinking! But then why, after Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping had worked scores of years beside you, you would no longer see 
clearly now? Was it because Comrade Deng had changed? No, Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping has remained consistent throughout his life. Then, what was the 
reason? Examples of this sort are still plentiful. Not long ago, the 


27 











Chairman ‘.ad said that the nation valued stability and unity. But soon 
thereafter, he also said that, in a nation of 800 million, it simply would 
not do without struggles. Scores of years ago, he emphasized collective 
leadership. Scores of years after, he chose to exert his personal leader- 
ship over that of the Political Bureau. This was really a case of putting 
emphasis on the superior official's will. Fickle behavior of this sort 

could not but be indicative of an attitude of irresponsibility toward the 
state and the people. But of course, there must have also been some profound 
ideological cause for this. 


2. Ideological change. Since the beginning of the Cultural Revolution, the 
number of campaigns has been considerable, including such as the Criticize- 
Legalism and Criticize-Confucianism Campaign, the Criticize-"Water Margin" 
Campaign, etc. Let us not talk about how the "gang of four" took advantage 
of these campaigns to trot out a different line of things which have been 
well known to everyone; but doubt cannot but be raised in people's heads: 
why, while running modern revolutionary campaigns, ancient books had always 
to be trotted cut? Even foreigners cannot understand why China always has 
trouble with its ancients! If anybody is interested in the reason, let every- 
body then look at the books stored in [his office at] Zhong nan hai! In that 
study where foreign guests were usually received, those volumes of various 
coiors and types filling the eye are all ancient books. The past should 
serve the present: there is of course the need to borrow from history; but 
we must know what was being borrowed. In the 1920's, Chairman Mao studied 
the works of Marxism-Leninism carefully and wrote for us not a few famous 
works on how practice must enjoy priority. Yet, scores of years after, he 
would let the common people and he himself become concerned with how Zhou 

Po [0719 0514] and Empress Lu struggled for power after the death of Lin 

Bang [0491 6721], and how Sung Jiang [1345 3068] of the Liang Mountains 
excluded Yao Gai [2513 5556] from the ranks of the 108 sworn brothers.... 
People looked at their own leader of proletarian origin with a sense of 
mystery, seeing how he had taken the trouble to master the study of several 
thousand years of our history of feudal autocracy in such a dexterous way. 
But this was still not very strange. During the 1940's, because he had 
absorbed the science of Marxism-Leninism and the experience of the October 
Revolution; and now? With the personal background of a small producer, an 
inward-looking sight, too many ancient books, and plenty of flattering voices 
in his ears, he was now unable to see the rapid development of science abroad, 
and unable to hear the people's urgent appeals. 





3. Attitude toward economic law. Economic law is an objective law. Whether 
or not one follows economic law is the touchstone to test whether or not a 
revolutionary acknowledges the priority of practice. 


Perhaps people still remember the senstational go-up-to-the mountains and 
go-down-to-the countryside movement that shook the whole nation 12 years 

ago? Within a short period of 10 years, 10 million youths throughout the 
country marched toward the countryside in magnificent contingents. As a 
movement, this was truly great and impressive. But, if we look at the results, 
one dares scarcely to express any optimism. Was it true that our countryside, 
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needed this many youths? Was it true that, apart from the countryside, the 
young people would not be able to grow up?--No. Insofar as this go-up-to-the 
mountains and go-down-to-the countryside movement is concerned, if we search 
for a reason more readily at hand, it was but a measure of expediency in 

the deployment of labor power as required by the country's economic recession; 
if we examine the long-range situation, it was a perverted, retrogressive 
action pitched against the process of history. 


Those who understand something about historical development know that the 
development of capitalism has been making progress along with the large-scale 
bankruptcy of the peasants. In our textbooks, this is turned into what is 
called a crime against the peasants and against history. But, if we only 
look at it from the dialectical-materialistic point of view, this is but the 
inevitable cramps of an expectant mother before she gives birth to her baby. 
This baby, capitalism, was in fact precisely born after such cramps, other- 
wise it could not have departed from its mother's womb--the feudal society. 
Of course, we would not ourselves follow the beaten track of letting the 
peasants go bankrupt. But, the cause-and-effect development from the country- 
side to the urban centers and from the peasants to the workers is merely a 
reflection of economic law, something inevitable as a result of historical 
development. In our country, the inevitable path to follow for a reduction 
of the differences between the peasnts and the workers and between the 
countryside and the urban centers is to raise the level of industrialization, 
strengthen agricultural mechanization, and release the tremendous labor 

power of the countryside. 


Anyone who violates the economic law is bound to be punished by that same 
economic law. On this, Comrade Hu Qiaomu's [5170 0829 2606] article has 
discussed very clearly. Because I have been an intellectual youth, therefore 
I mention it here. 


4, Foreign aid. At the beginning of the 1970's, when Pakistan's President Yahya 
came to Beijing to negotiate with the Premier, an agreement was already reached 
on a certain amount of aid. But when he met Chairman Mao, the latter chose 

to say that even by sweeping out warehouses we could produce a few more 

hundred million yuan. Because of one sentence, then, several hundred million 
yuan were thrown away. Afterwards, our Premier had to try his best to make 

up the gap. Shortly after Yahya went back tc hiscountry, he was deposed. 

Those several hundred million yuan's worth of the people's blood and sweat 

were all gone. There have been other examples of this sort, like aid to 
Albania, Vietnam, and Tanzania.... Yet today these international rascals 

have turned around to abuse us. There are many reasons why these rascals dare 
to abuse us, but one of them is obviously, as illustrated precisely by such 
cases, that we have not yet developed our own country very well and we are 
therefore not yet strong enough, isn't it so? 


5. "If one listens to both sides of a story, one's understanding would be 
complete" and "Appoint only the talented to office." 
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In Chairman Mao's late years, correct opinions could no longer be heard. 
Around him were only voices of flattery and adulation. It was after he 
observed this vantage point that Lin Biao achieved his access to power. This 
was also the case with Wang Hongwen [3769 3163 2429], Zhang Chunqiao [1728 
2504 2890], and Jiang Qing [3068 7230]. On the eve of the Chairman's death, 
only some of his family members were left; even an old comrade-in-arms for 
scores of years who had shared thick and thin with him could not be near him. 
How dangerous and abnormal the situation had become, indeed! 


Some might say that you only talk about defects and not look at his achievements. 
My answer is that the fact that I am not enumerating too many of those achieve- 
ments known to everyone does not necessarily mean that I do not see Chairman 
Mao's great achievements. Precisely because of my love for Chairman Mao and 

my love for the motherland, I choose to say something deep in my heart. 


Some might also say that all this has been what we have had in our minds, 
but it should remain unsaid. But, under today's fine situation of everyone 
being encouraged to emanicipate his thinking, if we cannot even open our 
mouths, what would become of our people of the ilk of Lin Biao and the 
"gang of four" should once more accede to power? 


People's thinking has been overburndened by the force of habit. This has 
proved to be the case even with certain superior works intended as genuine 
expressions of true feelings. Comrade Zong Fuxian [1350 4395 0341] has 
spoken through the mouth of an old cadre in his novel: "The Party belongs 

to Chairman Mao, not to them." How can the Party velong to Chairman Mao 
alone? It was as if the Chairman was not a part of the Party, but the Party 
was the possession of a certain individual. In the future it could well come 
to pass that the state and the people are also viewed as the possession of 

a certain individual: such examples are ample enough. 


For years, people have harbored the pious faith to wish that their leader 
remain wise and his head remain clear, so that he would be able to sense the 
people's sufferings and expose all freaks and demons. But what a meek and 
pitiful hope this was! However great and wise one might be, he can certainly 
not be immune from making mistakes. Several thousand years of feudal history 
and over a hunderd years of the people's dauntless struggles have told us 

one truth: we must entrust our hope to a healthy, effective, scientific 

and democratic system, so that whether he belongs to the ranks of the common 
people or happens to have been a public servant elected by the people, he 
becomes bound by this sytem and strives for the well-being of the people in 
accordance with this system. 


Ancient and troubled China has let this tumor of a feudal society harness 
itself for too long; how many well meaning warriors and how many martyrs have 
given their lives for this? 


Our generation of young really consist of innocent, pure and naive children 
who in their very puberty chanced to suffer the imposition of the feudal 
autocracy by Lin Biao and the "gang of four.” They have been fooled. They 
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have been cheated. Today, as I arrive at this garden of democracy, I still 
cannot help feeling the stimulation and the excitement. Granted that the way 
I say things, the views expressed in my writings might sometimes seem less 
than appropriate, radical, or fraught with certain defects and errors, but 
what whiff of fresh air one cannot but feel while passing through here! 


The masses, who have undergone the tests of many movements, are awakening. 
Ancient China is also awakening. The city of Beijing, with its glorious 

"5 April" tradition, is likewise awakening. Let us all give full play to 

the glorious tradition of the "5 April" movement, speak the truth, believe 

in truth, sum up the experiences and lessons in history, sum up also the 
experiences and lessons of people of various countries of the world, strengthen 
the people's democratic system, and never again let the tragic phenomenon of 
the handful of Lin Biao and the “gang of four" enslaving the broad ranks of 

the people repeat itself! 


The modernization of natural sciences cannot be separated from a modernization 
of social sciences! 


Let us welcome the beautiful spring with our heartful words for the sake of 
the Four Modernizations, for the sake of the strengthening of the people's 
democratic system, and for the sake of our motherland's tomorrow! 


Long live the people! 


By a worker in the capital; posted on the 
Democracy Wall on November 25, 1978 
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SUSPENSION OF ‘AROUND THE BOHAI GULF" 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 p 25 


[News in brief: "Information Available to This Journal from Tianjin Dated 
October 25, 1979"] ‘ 


[Text] On October 8, 9 and 15 respectively, the Hoping District Branch 

of the Public Safety Bureau of Tianjin summoned the three staff members 

of the Editorial Department of AROUND THE BOHAI GULF, a publication put 

out by the people privately in Tianjin, for questioning and, in behalf of 

the Bureau of Public Safety of Tianjin, also gave a warning to the journal. 

At the same time, it also ordered the Editorial Department to suspend publishing 
the journal] at once. 


According to the Editorial Department personnel, "The reasons by which the 
Hoping District Branch of the Bureau of Public Safety of Tianjin ordered 


our Editorial Department to suspend our publication are: 1. Posting 
sta.ements and slogans at Taian Road (i.e., Democracy Wall) in support of 

the "Xing Xing" inciden’ in Beijing was in violation of the Tianjin Municipal 
Circular; and in terms of the consent of those statements and slogans, it was 
an attempt to pass on a rumor in order to seduce the public and slander the 
government. ?. Some of the articles published in AROUND THE BOHAI GULF have 
committed serious errors. 3. The journal was sold at too high a price, 
thereby suggesting its extortionate character. On the basis of these 3 
reasons, it was ordered that we must suspend our publication. And if we 
should continue publishing, they would adopt corresponding measures." 


Therefore, on October 25, AROUND THE BOHAI GULF issued a statement entitled 
"An Open Letter to People of the Whole Municipality and the Tianjin Revolutionary 
Committee." 


The statement said: "We think the way the Hoping District Branch of the 

Bureau of Public Safety of Tianjin summoned the staff members of our 

Editorial Department for questioning on the basis of the aforesaid reasons 

was extremely erroneous and in contravention to the spirit of the Constitution. 
During the questioning, the methods of frightening, threatening and slandering 
used on our staff members were all groundless." 
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The statement also said: “Our Editorial Department hereby formally lodges 
its protest against the illegal action on the part of the Hoping District 
Branch in illegally summoning our staff members for questioning in violation 
of the Constitution of the People's Republic of China!" 


The Editorial Department of AROUND THE BOHAI GULF shall continue to publish 
the journal. 


Correspondent Jin Jing [3160 0079] 
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BEIJING WORKER VOICES VIEWS ON MODERNIZATION 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 27-38 


[Speaking Out Freely, Airing Views Fully, Holding Great Debates and Writing 
Big-Character Posters colwan article by an anonymous Beijing railway worker: 
“Another Talk of Modernization--Some Differing Views on Current Problems”) 


[Text] Preface 


Since Deng Xiaoping's talks with foreign friends in an interview were pub- 
licized, many people have come to admire his spirit, appreciate his situa- 
tion, and understand the arduous task now confronting the central authori- 
ties. After all, Chinese people are full of understanding, because they 
know about the overall situation and the major issues. 


But what is the overall situation in China? What are the major iss -s of 
the people? I hereby offer my views for our comrades’ discussion. 


1. What Type of Modernization is Contemplated in China? 


At present, everyone is talking about the Four Modernizations. However, 

as an ordinary citizen, I still do not know what type of modernization is 
being contemplated in China. Is it modeled on a Soviet, an American, a 
Japanese, or a Yugoslav type? What are the relative merits and shortcomings 
among these four and other advanced countries in modernization? Which one 

is best suited to China's conditions? How will China draw lessons from them? 
These are the questions which we ordinary citizens have no way of under~- 
standing. 


Comrade Hua Guofeng has been to Yugoslavia and Romania. However, there is 
as yet not a single book published concerning the national systems, eco- 
nomic conditions and living conditions of these two countries. Comrade Tito 
is a great Marxist, but China has not published any of his works or speeches. 


As an ordinary Chinese worker who is concerned witht he country's destiny, 
I have a right to know the objective of my struggle. 


The Four Modernizations refer to state activities. But how about the 
modernization of the people's livelihcod? 
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Our country has won great economic achievements since liberation; yet we 
workers have not had any wage increase in the past 20 years, while the 
standard of living for the peasants still remains the same as in the early 
post-liberation days. In many places, people have nothing but rice and veg- 
etabies for half a year, though this is already an improvement upon the pre- 
liberation days when people had nothing but chaff and wild herbs for half a 
year. 


Let me ask: After the "30 years’ great achievement," how much have the 
wages of the workers been increased? What standard of living can our 
people expect by the end of the 20th century? When can workers, now 

in their 30s, expect to move into the dormitories, now that they have been 
married for 4 or 5 years and their children are running around everywhere? 


Therefore, Chinese citizens are entitled to know about the plans for improv- 
ing their lot. 


2. What Can Be Relied on To Guarantee the Political Line for the Four 
Modernizations? 


"Without Mao Zedong, there cannot be a New China.” ‘his is the praise 

by the Chinese people for the great historical achievements of their own 
great leader. However, even such a great historical figure who founded 

New China could not avoid making mistakes, and even fairly serious mistakes, 
too. 


Then let me ask: As practice has proved, who can guarantee that Comrade 
Hua Guofeng, who is not as great as Chairman Mao, has not up to now com- 
mitted any error? 


Let me ask again: Who can guarantee that Comrade Deng Xiaoping, who evalu- 
ates his own shortcomings and merits at a ratio of 4:6 will not commit 
errors in future? 


Again, what will happen when the masses whose political consciousness is 
limited (which is quite possible) cannot detect the mistakes of Hua and Deng 
and still follow their directions? 


Comraces, during the Great Cultural Revolution, it was only because of the 
people's inadequate knowledge of Marxism and their implicit faith in the 
great leader Chairman Mao that they trusted Lin Bao, whom the great leader 
had personally selected as his own successor, and believe in Jiang Qing, 
whom Chairman Mao had chosen to be his own wife, resulting in the sad 
situation today. Although many people had awakened and were able to see 
Jiang Qing's real features; and although they whipped up the "5 April" 
Movement, the "gang of four" still could not be toppled. Thus we had to 
wait for Chairman Hua to get us out of prison. Can we ever forget this 
historical tragedy and lesson written in blood?! However, many comrades 
have bad memories. As soon as the "gang of four" were toppled, they again 
took the old road of 12 years ago. 
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Anyone concerned with China's destiny should carefully ponder: Who will 
master China's destiny? What can be relied on to insure that the policical 
line for the Four Modernizations will not be altered? And how can the rights 
which we have won after our struggles by guaranteed? 


3. On the Reform of the State System--A brief Talk on the Principles of 
the Piris Commune 


Our state system is basically the same as the Soviet Union's. Such a 

system is itself one of che causes of the bureaucratic and privileged i 
classes. If we think that we can rely on this system to realize the Four 
Modernizations instead of radically reforming it, the modernization will 

either die an early death (as shown by our history since 1958) or become 

a Soviet type, characterized by a wealthy country and poor people. 


Cf course, the Soviet people's poverty is only relative. Compared with us, 
they are "rich" though they are "poor" compared with the people of advanced 
countries of the West. Is the Soviet Union poor in natural resources? Are 
the Soviet people lacking in creativity? Is Soviet economic power inade- 
quate? No. The reason is that the Soviet rulers have spent huge sums of 
money and quite an amount of economic power on aggrandizement. They own 
the surplus value created by the people's surplus labor, while the people 
have no right to even raise any questions. 


Summing up the experiences of the Paris Commune, Marx pointed out: 


(1) The representatives of the Commune should be chosen by universal 
suffrage and revocable at any moment. 


(2) All public functionaries should be paid the workmen's wages, and the 
privileges and administrative expenses for high ranking officials should 
end along with the end of their services. 


In order that the broad masses will understand the essence of Marxism- 
Leninism, l:t us quote rather extensively from Lenin's works. If you are 
a Chinese really concerned with China's destiny, please read on patiently 
and think of it in the light of our country's realities! 


In his "State and Revolution," (published in pamphlet form, p 36) Lenin 
said: (All block letter from original version) "In this connection, the 
following measures of the Commune emphasized by Marx are particularly note~ 
worthy: the abolition of all representation allowances, and of all monetary 
privileges in the case of officials, the reduction of the remuneration of 
All servants of the state tc the level of ‘WORKMEN'S WAGES.’ This shows 
more clearly than anything else the TURN from bourgeois democracy to prole- 
tarian democracy ((Comrades, what is the difference between bourgeois 
democracy and proletarian democracy? How do you explain this?--all pas- 
Sages within double parentheses inserted by quoter)) from the democracy of 
the oppressors to the democracy of the oppressed classes, from the state as 
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a 'SPECIAL FORCE' for the suppression of a particular class to the suppres- 
sion of the oppressors by the GENERAL FORCE of the majority of the people-- 
the workers and the peasants. And it is precisely on this particularly 
striking point, perhaps the most important as far as the problem of the 
state is concerned, ((Comrades, what is the most important point of the 
problem of the state?)) that the teachings of Marx have been most completely 
forgotten! ((True, some people have really forgotten it completely. How- 
ever, a considerable number of people, including many cadres do not forget 
it. They simply do not know it!)) In popular commentaries, the number of 
which is legion, this is not mentioned. It is ‘good form' to keep silent 
about it as if it were a piece of old-fashioned 'naivete.'... 


"The reduction of the remuneration of the highest state officials seems to 
be ‘simply’ a demand of naive, primitive democracy. One of the ‘founders’ 
of modern opportunism, the ex-Social-Democrat Eduard Bernstein, has more 
than once indulged in repeating the vulgar bourgeois jeers at 'primitive' 
democracy. Like all opportunists, and like the present Kauskyites, he 
utterly failed to understand that, first of all, the transition from 
capitalism to socialism is IMPOSSIBLE without a certain ‘reversion’ to 
"primitive' democracy (for how else can the majority, and then the whole 
population without exception, proceed to discharge state functions?) 
((Comrades, without practicing "primitive" democracy, it will be impossible 
to realize the transition from capitalism to socialism, not to speak of 
building socialism.))... 


"All officials, without exception, elected and subject ot recall at any 
time, their salaries reduce’ to the level of ordinary ‘workmen's wages'-- 
these simple and ‘self-evident’ democratic measures, while completely 
uniting the interests of the workers and the majority of the peasants, at 
the same time serve as a bridge leading from capitalism to socialism. These 
measures concern the reconstruction of society, the purely political recon- 
struction of society. ((Comrades, how did you originally interpret purely 
political reconstruction?))..." 


All comrades concerned with China's destiny and all Chinese citizens striving 
for the Four Modernizations should think of this question: How to eradicate 
bureaucracy and guard against the breeding of a privileged stratum. 


This is a complex question and an arduous task. However, can a revolution- 
ary or a genuine communist retreat before anything that is "complex" and 
"arduous"? Shouldn't he "dedicate" himself to a real "revolution"?! 


The view that one must be immersed in work in order to realize the Four 
Modernizations is wrong. We oppose Lin Biao's empty politics and the 
"gang of four's" sham revolutionary politics. But to be immersed in work 
without looking out for the road is still a dangerous practice. 


We should ' .t give up politics while opposing empty politics. 
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4. People's Basic Rights--Election of Leaders and Their Recall at Any 
Time--One of the Paris Commune Principles 


The lessons of the Great Cultural Revolution have forced us to think of 

some poignant questions: Why were we powerless to overthrow the "gang 

of four" when the broad masses of cadres and people had already been aware 
of their criminal designs? Why were the 900 million "great people" helpless 
in the face of these four mischievous clowns? Why were those old generals, 
long tested in battlefields, and those cadres who had joined the Long March 
hounded to death without putting up any resistance? Some of them even lost 
their personal freedom and could not have fared any better than the war 
prisoners of the Japanese aggressors and Bandit Chiang? 


Yet many comrades have labeled various accusations at us simply because we 
discuss state affairs on the Democracy Wall. Let me ask if these comrades 
have the pernicious influence of the "gang of four" deeply rooted in their 
minds. 


Or shall we all study what our grand master said? 


Way back in 1891, Engels pointed out: (See Lenin's "State and Revolution, 
in pamphlet form p 66) "...in order not to lose again its only just con- 
quered supremacy, this working class must, on the one hand, do away with all 
the old repressive machinery previously used against it itself, and on the 
other hand, safeguard itself against its own deputies and officials, by 
declaring them all, without exception, subject to recall at any time..." 
(Comrades, the proletariate has to safeguard itself against its own deputies 
and officials or, in other words, oeople have to safeguard themselves against 
their leaders. Do you feel surprised when you hear of this? But this was 
how Engels summed up the experiences of the Paris Commune. Those comrades 
who feel surprised are prequested to spend some time reading Lenin's "State 
and Revolution." Though it is long, it is very helpful in eradicating the 
pernicious influence of the "gang of four." Their time will be well spent.) 


"...Against this transformation of the state and the organs of the state from 
servants of society into masters of society--an inevitable transformation 

in all previous states..." (Comrades, please think for a while and see if 
this is still invevitable in our country.) 


Engels time and again pointed out: A state, whether a monarchy or a demo- 
cratic republic, is a state. In other words, a state preserves its basic 
characteristic: the transformation of public functionaries and "social 
organs into the masters of society." 


“Comrades, this was how Engels warned us: 


(1) People can, without exception, recall all deputies and officials at 
any moment. 
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(2) People have to guard against the transformation of the deputies elected 
by them from servants of society to masters of society. 


In other words, when people discover that the delegates have been trans- 
formed from the servants of society to masters of society who are issuing 
orders right and left, the people can recall them after due process. This 
is the most basic right of the pvople and an effective way to prevent 
capitalist restoration. No successor can be chosen by any hero who may 
think himself infallible. 


What can we rely on to protect people's basic rights? The answer lies in 
a sound socialist legal system. 


According to the legal system, Chairman Mao, Premier Zhou, Hua Guofeng, 
Deng Xiaoping...are all liable to be recalled. (I would ask some comrades 
not to get excited, because in theory, it should be no ambiguity about it; 
otherwise, people will lose their only weapon for struggle, as the Great 
Cultural Revolution has already proved.) 


Only a sound legal system which has a restrictive power on everyone can 
safeguard the people's democratic interests. And the people's most basic 
right--the right to elect and to recall--is the most effective weapon to 
guard against careerists and conspirators. 


(S) From What Premier Zhou Had Thought Of--Another Principle of the Paris 
Commune 


People throughout the country praise Premier Zhou for his hard work, plain 
living and high integrity, because he never owned anything, no matter how 
small, belonging to the public. However, despite all their prasies and 
admiration, some people have no intention of ever following his example. 
Many cadres, particularly the high-level cadres, defend themselves on the 
ground that the "question of livelihood" is only a "minor matter." 


Indeed, this is a “minor matter of daily living." Yet these minor matters 
reflect on people's ideological quality and revolutionary thoroughness. 
Some people may argue: "You are making a mountain out of a molehill." 

So let us see what Engels had to say about this! (See Lenin's "State and 
Revolution" in pamphlet form p 66) 


"In the second place, all officials, high or low, were paid only the wages 
received by other workers. The highest salary paid by the Commune to 

anyone was 6,000 francs. In this way, af effective barrier to place-hunting 
and careerism was set up even apart from the binding mandates to delegates 
to representatives bodies which were added besides." 


In elucidation, Lenin said: "In order to abolish careerism completely, 

it must be made impossible for ‘honorable’ though profitless posts in the 
public service to be used as a springboard to highly lucrative posts in 

banks or joint-stock companies..." (This refers to backdoor dealings through 
the use of official power.) 
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Comrades, how did the Paris Commune guard against careerism? Just by paying 
the officials the same wages as received by the workers. How about our 
country in this respect? 


Some people have advanced various explanations, such as "consideration 
could be given for veteran cadres"; "though not merits, there is plenty 
of hard work"; "this is necessary for work" and so forth. I sometimes 
lent a sympathetic ear to these explanations, but please hear what Lenin 
had to say about this! (Lenin's "State and Revolution" p 66) 


"Those Bolsheviks who propose that a salary of 9,000 rubles be paid to 
members of municipal councils, for instance, instead of a maximum salary 
of 6,000 rubles--quite an adequate sum--for the whole state are acting 
in an unpardonable way." 


Stalin committed this "unpardonable" mistake. When China learned from the 
Soviet Union, Chairman Mao also committed this “unpardonable” mistake. 

(I would ask some comrades not to feel offended. But this was how Lenin 
criticized Stalin, and Chairman Mao too!) 


Today, let me ask Comrade Hua Guofeng and Deng Xiaoping: How do you face 
this "unpardonable" mistake yourselves? 


Again, let me ask the hundreds of thousands or millions of cadres through- 
out the country (probably all revolutionary Communist Party members): How 
do you feel when you read this passage from Lenin's works? 


Somebody may say: "Don't make such harsh demands on the veteran cadres." 
No, comrade, I still agree that the current system of salaries should re- 
main temporarily unchanged (and I mean temporarily). However, as a 
theoretical question, and a question involving the reform of the state 
system and the principles of the Paris Commune, why shouldn't it be 
straightened out? 


It is precisely such a system that has prompted people to regard admission 
into the party as a means of obtaining privileges and becoming officials as 
a means of getting rich. This is a plain fact. It is just because of this 
that we see the necessity and urgency for reforming the state system. 


In other words, for illustrious Communist Party members like Hua Guofeng 
and Deng Xiaoping, was Lenin being harsh or simply showing his love? 


6. Comments on "With You in Charge, I'm at Ease" 
We always hear people saying: "Chairman Mao was indeed great in choosing 
Comrade Hua Guofeng to be a good successor." The basis of this assertion 


is: "With you in charge, I'm at ease." 


About this, I have a different view. 
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What will happen if Chairman Mao had something else in mind when he penned 
the words "With you in charge, I'm at ease"? According to my interpreta- 
tion, "at ease" means the comfortable feeling that Hua Guofeng would not 
oppose Chairman Mao; that Hua Guofeng would protect Chairman Mao's prestige; 
that Hua Guofeng would not reverse the verdict on Deng Xiaoping; that Hua 
Guofeng would not kick Chairman Mao's wife off the political stage, and 

so forth. After all, Chairman Mao was at ease with Hua Guofeng only out 

of consideration for his own reputation and prestige. 


On hearing this, which is a very far cry from the current propaganda, some 
people will certainly feel outraged and shout: "This is slanderous!" 


Don't be excited, comrades. Please keep cool and recall what transpired 
shortly before and after the publication of the "Two Resolutions" adopted 
by the Central Committee on 7 April 1976! 


For argument's sake, let me ask if Chairman Mao co" be at ease, supposing 
Hua Guofeng permitted the masses to evaluate his merits and shortcomings 
through big character posters? (If our memory does not fail us, we can 
still remember the slogan "I will bust the dog head of anyone who opposes 
Chairman Mao!" At that time, how many people were hounded to death simply 
because they used a wrapping paper on which Chairman Mao's picture happened 
to be printed; because they inadvertently damaged Chairman Mao's clay bust; 
and because they unwittingly tore some paper containing Chairman Mao's 
quotations! ) 


Could Chairman Mao be at ease in letting Hua Guofeng intercede on behalf 

on Peng Duhuai or conduct realistic study and investigation on the verdict 
on Liu Shaoqi? Could Chairman Mao be at ease in letting Hua Guofeng restore 
the system of bonus and private plots? Could he.... 


If it is true that there are souls after people's death, Chairman Mao 
sould be shocked by what Chairman Hua did as mentioned above! 


While trying to explain Chairman Mao's words "With you in charge, I'm at 
ease,'' I may quote from a letter written by Chairman Mao to Jiang Quing 
at the same time. (Jiang Quing considers this letter as Chairman Mao's 
last words to her.) 


"You have been wronged. ((Referring to July, August and September 1976)) 
Today we are going to separate worlds. Probably everyone will enjoy 
tranquillity. These several words may probably be my last to you. People's 
life is limited, but revolution knows no bounds. In the struggles during the 
past decade, I tried to reach the peak of revolution, but failed. However, 
you can reach the peak. If you fail, you will be plunged into the abyss 

and become pulverized." 


Comrades, how do you interpret this letter? And can you interpret it in a 
nice way? Some people said that this was not publicized. I do not know. 
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True, as Comrade Deng Xiaoping said, "the masses did not know the situation 
then."' Because we ordinary people have no way of knowing the truth, we 
have to accept whatever is handed out to us. Therefore, we can be very 
easily swindled. 


Would it be too much for us tc and the publication of Chairman Mao's 
com, .ete works, particularly ding his articles and speeches since 
the beginning of the cultural -volution, so that the broad masses will 
know the inside story and avoid being swindled again?! 


It is my opinion that intraparty political struggles, particularly strug- 
gles inside the Party Central Committee, should be made known to the broad 
masses of party members and people, at least within a relatively short time. 
This is a sign of the party's trust of the people as well as an effective 
way to prevent conspiracy. During the October Revolution, Lenin rebuked 
Kamenev and Zinoviev publicly and exposed thier treason before the whole 
party and the whole people. This is a very good precedent. 


7. Comments on “Act in Line With Past Principles" 


The "gang of four" changed Chairman Mao's instruction "Act in line with past 
principles" into "act according to the principles laid down." This consti- 
tuted one of their major crimes of disloyalty to Chairman Mao. 


Literally, in fact, there is little significant difference between these 

two versions, because "act in line with past principles" can mean almost 
anything. As a means of political struggle, attacking an opponent for 
“adulteration: and disloyalty is both permissible and understandable. Today, 
nave we not corrected many of Chairman Mao's mistakes under the slogan of 
"comprehensively and correctly understanding Mao Zedong Thought"? In fact, 
many people are trying to explain. away Chairman Mao's mistakes and to defend 
his shortcomings. The people are well-intentioned. However, this cannot 

be the attitude of a materialist! 


Up to now, only Chairman Mao's selected works have been published. Only his 
correct articles and speeches have been published after editing--or deleting 
the obviously wrong ones. However, his complete works have not been pub- 
lished to enable the broad masses of cadres, party members and people to 
know Chairman Mao as an individual in a comprehensive, “one dividing into 
two" and materialistic way. 


May I ask is the present method of publication out of political necessity 
or out of ignorance of the errors? Is it because of the distrust of the 
people's political consciousness required for correctly evaluating Chair- 
man Mao? 


Some people said that this method was used to preserve Chairman Mao's 

prestige. Let me ask: Is "prestige" the outcome of preservation or proof 

by facts? Do these comrades see the serious consequences of the type of 

deception on the masses? Won't this precisely provide the careerists and 
xspirators with the opportunity for imitation?! 
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"With you in charge, I'm at ease." These words from Chairman Mao's pen 
were enough to determine a person's destiny. These “precious words out 
of the mouth of the true son of heaven" are ridiculous and can only be 

found in China where feudalist remnants are rampant. 


Another question: Should Chairman Mao die before Lin Biao, then won't 
Comrade Lin Biao, personally chosen by Chairman Mao as his successor, have 
become our new leader? 


Amida Buddha! Lin Biao died in an air crash! 
Thank God, Hua Guofeng is a good man! 


Let me ask: Where is the people's will? Where are the people's demo- 
cratic rights gone? I believethat if a poll were conducted and if the 
citizens could vote, Premier Zhou would have obtained the most votes after 
Lin Biao's death, and that Wang Hongwen would never have been installed as 
Premier Zhou's rival. 


Comrades, shouldn't we remember these historical lessons? 
8. The Fate of Materialism and Dialectics 


We have often heard that Chairman Mao was a great man and that instead of 
Chairman Mao's mistakes in choosing Lin Biao as the successor, it was only 
Lin Biao's trick in pulling the wool over Chairman Mao's eyes. Again, 
instead of Chairman Mao's mistake in trusting the "gang of four," it was 
only the "gang of four's" deception on Chairman Mao. 


We have also often heard that because Liu Shaoqi was a capitalist roader, 
he advocated the system of bonus and private plots. Imstead of advancing 
the people's welfare, he was only attempting capitalist restoration. 


Similar talks have been repeated only too frequently, but opposite views 
cannot (and are not permitted to be) publicized. So people have become 
accustomed to these talks and cannot see anything wrong with them. Now 
that everyone talks about "practice as the sole criterion for testing 
truth,” let us take a look at practice and see what it is! 


As proved by practice, Liu Shaoqi's being elected as the chief of state 
and to take charge of routine work in the Central Committee was proposed 
by Chairman Mao himseif. Chairman Mao thus retired to the second line 

of action. Up to his downfall in 1966, Liu Shaoqgi's main orientation was 
good and his work was in the main a success. Yet people have been ac- 
customed to this kind of talk: Before 1966, the achievements were Chair- 
man Mao's and the mistakes were Liu Shaoqi's. 


Practice has proved that “Chairman Mao personally launched and led the 
Great Cultural Revolution." Because he misjudged people and trusted wrong 
people, a great catastrophy for the party cadres and the national economy 
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of 19 years duration was the result. Yet people have heard hundred or 
thousands of times: This was all the fault of Lin Biao and the "gang of 
four" and had nothing to do wiht Chairman Mao at all. Recently, even 

Deng Xiaoping, the leader of the central authorities and the leader whom 
people throughout the country trust, defended Chairman Mao, saying: ‘"Chair- 
man Mao had nothing to do with the Tiananmen Incident. He protected me." 


Comrade Deng Xiaoping's gesture, as shown by his concern for the overall 
situation and his disregard for his personal interests, is indeed admirable. 
Yet, in so doing, he seems to distrust the political insight of the masses, 
to deceive himse.)f, and to lack the spirit of "seeking truth from facts." 


Didn't Chairman Mao understand Liu Shaoqi, Deng Xiaoping, Peng Dehuai, Bo 
Yibo, Peng Zhen, Luo Quiqing, Yang Shangkun, Lu Dingyi, Chen Yi, Ho Long, 
Tao Zhu, Zhou Yang and the other long tested proletarian revolutionaries 
with whom he had worked for decades (even though every one of them had 
shortcomings and mistakes)? 


Was Chairman Mao unaware of the history and personalities of Lin Biao, 

Kang Sheng, Jiang Qing and Zhang Chunqiao? Yet why did Chairman Mao 

choose to trust the latter group and relied on it to overthrow the former 
group? (He did not execute them as Stalin did his opponents; yet, when a 
politician is deprived of his political rights and even the freedom of 
speech, how can he have any life to speak of?) Was this purely coincidental? 
Can such self-deceptive talks as "bad people deceive good people" be ac- 
ceptable? Can't we say that in his decling years, Chairman Mao committed 
certain error ideologically, theoretically, politically and organization- 
ally? 


All our comrades study Marxism-Leninism and talk about materialism and dia- 
lectics. Yet once confronted with concrete problems, materialism becomes 
idealism in taking things for granted; dialectics becomes extremely con- 
fused sophistry and metaphysics; and Marxism-Leninism becomes a big club 
for attacking people. 


Despite the above historical realities, which are here for everyone to 
see in broad daylight, many comrades have lost their sense of materialism 
and dialectics. This is truly a big mockery of materialism and dialectics. 


9. Does This Affect "Stability and Unity"? 


Some well-intentioned comrades have advised me: "How can there problems 
ever be solved by common people like you and me!" Others are worried, 
saying: "Don't act rashly! It may affect ‘stability and unity'!" 


Instead of going to the movies or the restaurant after work, I am concerned 
for the country's destiny (which includes the destiny of myself as a citizen) 
and like to discuss state affairs. Can it be claimed that this will affect 
"stability and unity"? 


44 

















I work hard while on duty and over-fulfill my production quota. After work, 
Il want to know what has happened to the fruit of my labor. Will this affect 
“stability and unity"? 


When I disagreed with the leaders of my unit, I have always been open and 
above board in raising my voice in their presence instead of talking be- 
hind their backs. And before the higher authorities make any change, I 
always submit to their leadership. Can this be affecting "stability and 
unity"? 


I have never organized any fighting corps, engaged in factional feuds, let 
anyone “ride on an airplane" or whipped up any “January Storm." I have 
only expressed my views on the Democracy Wall during my spare time. Can 
this affect "stability and unity"? 


I follow the guidance of foreign experts and try hard to acquire technical 
knowledge in order to master advanced technology. At the same time, I 
show my concern for China's future and am willing to study political 
problems. Can this affect "stability and unity"? 


I really do not understand. I cannot get over my mental hurdle!! Can 
development of democracy affect "stability and unity" too? 


Will the society be in chaos as soon as people's minds are emancipated?! 
Is there any causality about this? 


On the other hand, can the Four Modernizations be realized if democracy 

is not developed; if the people are not mobilized and if the minds of the 
broad masses of cadres and people are not emancipated? Suppose the mind is 
.ettered by the "gang of four's" taboos, obsessed with idolatory and full 
of worries. Can such a spiritual state be conducive to the accomplishment 
of the Four Modernizations? 


Stability and unity do not preclude class struggle. 
The Four Modernizations do not preclude emancipation of the mind. 
10. Conclusion 


The Four Modernizations cannot be accomplished without a complete emancipa- 
tion of the mind, without the broadest freedom of speech for the people, 
without a thoroughgoing development of democracy and without full mobiliza- 
tion of the people. 


The Four Modernizations are not only an economic revolution. Along with 

it comes a great spiritual revolution and a great social] reform (the reform 
of the state system). This is a great revolutionary movement for social 
progress. Compared with China's war of liberation and national construction 
in the past 30 years, the Four Modernizations are of even greater signifi- 
cance and are an even more arduous task. 
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in the face of this great historical change, should not each of our citizens 
dedicate his full strength and wisdom? 


China is now at a historical crossroad, and all possibilities, all oppor- 
tunities and all conditions are there for our choice. Let every citizen 
who is concerned with China's destiny think carefully, seriously and soberly 
for awhile: Whither China? 


Don't take the old road anddon't be a post-war strategist! 
Destiny is in our hands, provided we do not give it away voluntarily. 


While accomplishing economic modernization (including the modernization of 
industry, agriculture, science and technology, national defense and then 
people's livelihood) we must not forget political modernization! (including 
the modernization of people's thinking, social legal system, state system 
and so forth). 


Yogoslavia is ahead of us. Let us follow it! 


The day of the Chinese people's mental liberation is the dawn of China's 
brightness! 


Concluding Remarks 


What is China's overall situation?--Whither China? What are the Chinese 
people's major issues--Modernization of not only economics, but also politics! 


The above are my personal views. Mistakes are unavoidable. I hope the 
con +ades will comment and correct them. 


Truth can be developed only through struggles; the mind can be emancipated 
only through debates. 


Truth will become more obvious after debates; only fallacy is afraid to 
face the masses. 


Let us discard fallacy in our debates and discover truth! 


First draft on 10 December 1978 

Second draft on 13 December 1978 

Posted on Xidan Democracy Wall on 
17 December. 


9411 
CSO: 4005 
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION SAID VITAL TO DEMOCRACY 
Beijing SIWU LUNTAN [5 APRIL FORUM] in Chinese No 14, Nov 79 pp 75-76 


[Article by Ye Ren [6851 0086], transcribed from the inaugural issue of 
POHAI ZHIBIN [Around PohaiHarbor], Tianjin: "A New Discussion of Demo- 
cratic Centralism"] 


[Text] Editor's Note: ‘This article was first published in the inaugural 
issue of POHAI ZHIBIN, Tianjin. It is transcribed in full here in our 
journal. Worth noting is the fact that, while the central authorities 
have just issued a call asking us to emancipate our thinking, break down 
“taboo areas," and thereby carry out the necessary "reforms," this article 
actually became one of the pretexts under which the Tianjin Public Safety 
authorities forced POHAI ZHIBIN to stop publishing. We heard that the 
reason cited was that thie article opposed democratic centralism. 


Ordinarily, the motivation for a study of politics or a discussion of cur- 
rent dislocations in society should be a question for scholarly explora- 
tion. Even if it is regarded as a political question, it still can hardly 
escape what Comrade Li Shu recently pointed out at the forum sponsored by 
GUANGMING RIBAO--that is, on political questions there must be also free- 
dom of expression. Since it is not the Bible, anything of this sort should 
be subject to discussion; otherwise there can be only stymied thinking. 
Comrade Su Shaozhi and Comrade Feng Lanrui have published an article in 
ECONOMIC RESEARCH. Some people have said that they "do not acknowledge 
that our society is already a socialist society." Isn't this a more seri- 
ous question than not acknowledging or being in opposition to democratic 
centralism? Yet the central authorities did not invite any policemen to 
serve as judges and thereby order the suspension of ECONOMIC RESEARCH. As 
different views were expressed, permission was given only for others to 
discuss and deliberate and nothing else was done. But when someone pub~ 
lished an article in Tianjin, policemen were mobilized to carry out an 
investigation and pass judgment. This practice itself is not exactly a 
measure upholding democratic centralism; it constitutes a satire of demo- 
cratic centralism! This is because that kind of "elevation" actually 
serves to verify that democratic centralism has already been turned into 
police centralism! What harm is there for someone to express opposition 
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to something that has democratic centralism for its name but police cen- 
tralism as its substance? This also shows that the article by Ye Ren does 
not constitute "groaning in the absence of illness." 


Regrettably, the policemen mobilized in Tianjin failed to accomplish their 
task of sealing people's mouths very well; instead, they served precisely 
to elevate the status of Ye Ren's article. 


People throughout the whole country urgently need stability and unity and 
a lively and flexible political atmosphere. But when policemen are in- 
voked to swing their big sticks, to attach unwarranted labels, and to con- 
tinue to raise their accusing fingers at writers for the kind of writing 
they have done, the result can only be an atmosphere of fear and a cum- 
lation of explosive, suppressed anger and unrest. China is too backward. 
With fatheads and louts like these in positions [of power], how can the 
country be run well? How can modernization be achieved? "To sop the 
people from mouthing their opinions is harder than trying to dam a river"; 
they should take to heart the lessons of blood and tears left by the gang 
of four's cultural autocracy. Don't forget: countless holy, solemn criti- 
cisms of the Cultural Revolution period have by now become laughingstocks 
tossed around by people in their leisure hours. With such inefficient ef- 
forts to implement policies, yet with such a vicious intent to persecute 
people continuously, what is manifest can hardly augur anything else but 
the nation's distresses that are still to be suffered! 


What has been practiced in our country is "democratic centralism." Pre- 
fixed somewhat as a premise by the adjective "democratic," it looks very 
nice insofar as the wording is concerned. And, supposedly, since there 
are both "democracy" and "centralism," it should allow the people to write 
nany entertaining dialectical essays. But if we pay attention to the 
wording semantically, and if we can centralize such "city-square ideas"-- 
foreigners, for example, have pertinently called the presentations on 
Beijing's Democracy Wall "city-square ideas"--and quickly reflect them 
in the party's newspapers as well as selectively have them summed up and 
carried out in actual administration, would this not make for a spontane- 
ous, bottom-to-top system of democratic centralism? Yet in our actual 
life, this has been turned topsy-turvy into democracy led by the nose. 
For example, "city~square ideas" could be turned into “planning ideas” 
and measures could be taken to convey to the people by way of Democracy 
Wall the target of varieties and the target of quality [of certain planned 
products], the criteria of what is and what is not permitted in the pre- 
sentations to be made on the Wall, and the kinds of products that are 
acceptable and the kinds that are not acceptable to the planners, etc. 

In cases [of practices] like these, as long as Democracy Wall still re- 
mains and is not eliminated, there should be still some democracy and the 
situation should not prove to be too bad. But in our actual life, as 

we have witnessed and experienced so far, the development has been one 
that started from a supposedly free airing of views and unrestricted de- 
bates, then changed to "one school of opinion only," "what I say goes,” 
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and "the will of the superior" determining everything, and ultimately 
deteriorated to “overall dictatorship" ba: on “the emperor's will is 
equivalent to law." Under such circumstances, even old comrades like 
Peng Dehual and Deng Xlaoping became objects of auch dictatorship. Thus, 
10,000 horses stopped their neighing. Within or without the party, only 
“centralism," and not "democracy" at all, was to be seen. Worse still, 
at times, even the term "democracy" would be avoided and thereby become 
taboo; otherwise, the label of capitalist, or even the label of counter- 
revolutionary, couli suddenly become one's due. 


The pity is that people have gotten used to such a state of affairs and 
no longer care about what is really going on; their thinking has become 
stymied. In reality, the concept of “democratic centralism" is somewhat 
puzzling to begin with. In Marx's book there never was such a proposi- 
tion; it cannot be found there. And even “proletarian dictatorship" is 
not as simple as its seems. We can realize this clearly if we only pay 
attention to the proletarian dictatorship that was practiced by the Paris 
Commune. For instance, what was practiced there incluced opposition to 
the appointment of bureaucrats to a fixed scale of ranks and the imple- 
mentation of elections by committee (the electoral system); there was no 
prescription or vote to have any party dictate to all others, either. 


When there is only one person, there is no question of democracy; only 
when there are two or more persons can the issue of democracy be broached. 
Democracy is itself an example of socialization. Anything that consti- 
tutes an example of socialization naturally is inclined toward an exer- 
tion of discipline and a function of centralization. For example, on the 
Democracy Wall everybody has his own views and everybody can say what he 
thinks is right. After repeated debates, a public consensus as to what 

is right and what is wrong is bound to emerge; truth is likewise liable 
to reveal wherein it really lies, and the people's genuine orientation, 
too, will become known. This is precisely its centralizing character. 
Therefore these two things are internally connected yet at the same time 
are in opposition to each other in a unity. "Democracy" is meant to be 

a historical opposite to feudal autocracy; its special nature of existence 
is nothing other than bourgeois democracy. Within this realm, it needs 
no fetters like a prefix or a suf.ix. As for socialist democracy, it is 
meant to be in opposition to the remnants of feudal autocracy and the 
restrictive character of bourgeois democracy; it can tolerate still less 
of an externally imposed limitation. Here not only everyone is equal 
before the law, but everyone is also equal before [the quantity of] labor, 
and everyone is likewise equal before truth (thinking and expression). 
After it becomes fully developed and accomplishes its historical mission, 
it also withers away. The existence of democracy becomes necessary only 
as a response to the lack of democracy or to forcibly imposed centraliza- 
tion. In the life of highly free men, there will be no knowledge of what 
democracy is. By that time, democracy will have already become sublimated, 
filling the universe like air, existing in an intangible way, nowhere to 
be found even if one tries to look for it, no longer subject to anyone's 
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outcries, and prevailing, indeed, like [Lao Zi‘s] Great Way without a 
name. If today, because we think “democracy” is not enough, and therefore 
we especially invoke "centralism" to couple it with a contrast, this is 
like adding feet to our drawing of a snake: it becomes an externally 
imposed, metaphysical contrast. Such forcibly imposed "centralism" is 
meant to restrict democracy because it is bound to subtly transform itself 
into centralism based on the will of the superior official. Such an arti- 
ficially created, contradictory entity is bound to do away with any genuine 
democracy and to become unification, which means one side swallowing up 
the other, and therefore any democracy is bound to wither away and what is 
left can only be naked, unprecedented, fearsome autocracy and dictator- 
ship--this has been proved in practice precisely in this manner. We should 
know that the anarchical state of the Cultural Revolution period did not 
constitute extreme democratization, either; at that time, the people en- 
joyed no right to express themselves whatsoever, as they dared not even to 
utter the single word "No." Under those circumstances, there was only the 
high and mighty god exercising his control over everything; there was only 
the lawlessness of the fascist dictatorship perpetrated by Lin Biao and 
the gang of four--i.e., the big and small authorities of the day. There- 
fore, this kind of "centralism" and anarchy made up the two sides of a 
single thing. The more "centralism" there was, the more anarchy prevailed 
too. Dictatorship and violence are interdependent; they constitute a 
cause-and-effect relationship. In order to cure such an illness, there 
can be only "democracy." 


Author's note: This article was prepared as a result of some reflections 
upon listening to a comic monologue on "The [State of Cu's] Ruler Bidding 
Farewell to [Yu]-ji." This comic monologue satirized the democratic cen- 
tralism of that ruler of the State of Cu through a form of art in which 
‘he artist managed to act out the character's historical antics in vivid 
details and at the same time impart his own satirical comments as part 

of the acting. This is by no means a case of shooting an arrow without 
any target; it has typically centralized many characters in our present- 
day life in one mold. This article has sought to analyze such abuses 
historically and thereby furnish a theoretical explanation that may ex- 
pose the very origin of the thinking that goes with then. 
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SYSTEM OF SELECTING PARTY LEADERS DISCUSSED 


Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 23-25 


[Article by Zhen Ping [3914 6097]:"'Being Vouched for by the Organization' 
and ‘Selection of Successors'"] 


[Text] Comrade leaders of the party Central Committee must recently pointed 
out that correct political and ideological lines must be guaranteed by correct 
organizational lines. At present, among the cadres, close to one-third are 
supporting the line of the third plenary session of the llth Party Central 
Committee; one-third are weary or objecting to the line of the third plenary 
session of the llth Party Central Committee; the remaining [one-third] are 
in a state of vacillation. A correct political line depends upon its 
supporters for implementation. It cannot be carried out by those who oppose 
it. As for those persons who have insisted upon "two all inclusives" to 
this day, we have observed them for 3 years so far; if they still refuse to 
veform, they must be dealt with with anti-organization measures. The most 
urgent of the organization lines is the problem of selecting successors. 


The party Central Committee has determined to get rid of all those who 
hinder the four modernizations and object to reforms. This resolution has 
the complete support of the people. As a matter of fact, those of the 
cadres who oppose the third plenary session have been despised and abandoned 
by the masses for a long time. Among these cadres, there are those who had 
followed Lin Biao and the "gang of four"for a long time and have done many 
heinous things. Some of them are ideologically in the same camp with 

Lin Bian and the "gang of four." They are hardly distinguishable. In the 
past 3 years the party Central Committee has been generous and broad-minded. 
They have been tolerated over and over again and allowed to remain in their 
leadership positions. Their reform and awakening have been awaited with 
patience. These persons, however, believe themselves to be different and 
precious and are entirely uninterested [in reform]. Even after the third 
plenary session, they still upheld the banners of "the two all inclusives." 
They stubbornly maintained the ideological and political line of Lin Biao 
and the "gang of four." During mast March and April they raised an accusa- 
tive force to start a sudden reactionary current. They used certain mistakes 
of the party Central Committee in the matter of economic policy to attempt 

a total refutation of the liberating ideas of the third plenary session for 
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developing the spirit of democracy. They utilized the thousands of yours of 
traditional force of feudalism in China to make great issues of such social 
habits as dances and different styles of clothing as a final attempt to pull 
public opinion over to their side in order to build a barrier for stopping 
all reforms. They made use of the anarchist tendency of some individuals 

as an excuse and a device to intimidate the party Central Committee in an 
attempt to nip the bud of political democratization. They relied on the 
power that was in their grip to make trouble and to invite response. They 
tried to deceive the superiors and oppress the lowly. They applied the 

soft and the hard touches simultaneously and momentarily they almost 
controlled the political situation of China. The line of the third plenary 
session was in danger of being accused of being "revisionist." It was under 
such a delicate situation that the comrade leaders of the party Central 
Committee proposed the general slogan of "four insistences," as a hasty 
attempt to defend their owa line so as to be firm on their feet. Unex- 
pectedly, this shield of defensive armor was snatched by the opponent for 
use as a stick to browbeat others. Those who oppose the line of the third 
plenary session interpret "four insistences" to be Lin Biao's “four never-to 
forget things," and on top of that, they added "carrying out according to 
predetermined policy of the "gang of four," to make themselves feel very 
comfortable. Within the party, they emphasized theoretical discussion as 

a means of attack in a vain attempt to revive the problem of the standard 

of truth. They used this to qualify themselves as the leaders in eliminat- 
ing modern superstition and liberating thought. Outside the party, they 
inherited the tenet of the "gang of four" and used the "six items of public 
safety" as the general principle to issue "orders and "announcements," to 
arrest people illegally, to stomp the democratic right of the people, and 

to torment all those who were determined to reform. In the battlefronts 

of industry, agriculture, commerce and education, they began to attack and 
defile all the policies and goals which had been proposed by the third 
,!enary session and kad won the approval of the people. The skeleton elements 
of the "gang of four" in many places took this opportunity to turn the table. 
At that time, there were also speeches for democracy. The comrades of the 
central leadership acknowledged their own "rightist errors" and returned 

to the "Chairman Mao's revolutionary line" of "the major theme of class 
struggle." During this period, those who approved of the line of the third 
plenary session and supported the political and economic reforms were being 
oppressed and received attacks. Those who opposed tlhe line of the third 
plenary session got their morale boosted and scught to advance while they 
were ahead for the time being. All these [events] served as a reverse 
education for the people. Now, the comrades of the party's central leader- 
ship have resolved to draw a clear-cut boundary between the two lines of 
ideology and politics to restore the leftist backlash of the previous 

period to continue and deepen the discussion of the problem of the standard 
of truth. Toward those who insisted on the leftist line, organizational 
measures were adopted. This is very correct and very timely. Events have 
proved that the words and actions of the party Central Committee [leaders] 
also have to be verified by practice, which is the only standard of truth. 
What is correct must be insisted upon and what is wrong must be corrected. 
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It must be pointed out that the organizational measure adopted for those who 
insisted upon "the two inclusives" is of a different characteristic from the 
"broadside attack" of the "gang of four." The theoretical foundation of the 
"broadside attack" of the “gang of four" is the so-called "theory of class 
struggle." As far as they are concerned, to be dismissed involves "being 
put down,” "suppressed," "no recovery in all eternity." We, on the contrary, 
decidedly oppose any "class struggle" to be carried out in the present 
society. Purity of jobs in the cadre system is left-over stuff of feudal- 
ism. Cadres who have been discharged from their posts remain in the normal 
political life. Those cadres who are discharged can still work for the 
people. If they correct the error and are excused by the masses, they may 
even take up still higher leadership posts. 


Concerning the problem of selecting successors, we have many things to say. 
After those who opposed the third plenary session are dismissed, as an 
emergency measure, Comrade Wu Zhongyi [0702 0112 1138] who courageously 
defended the martyr Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] and Comrade Zhao Ziyang 
[6392 4793 7122] who bravely carried out exverimental economic reform, 
should be selected for more responsible posts. This would be undoubtedly 
correct and confirming the will of the people. If, however, "selection 

of successors" is regarded as "a strategic measure," "and a policy for the 
century," the [country] cannot help but fall into the same rut. 


The concept of "selecting successors" is in itself of feudal characteristic. 
In a feudal monarchy, where posts have a life tenure and can be inherited, 
it would be necessary to have "a successor" decided by the monarch. In a 
bureaucratic country where a system of graded «fficials is practiced, the 
superiors can carry out "selections" from above. In the history of inter- 
national communism, the problem of "successors" is unresolved to this day. 
It is not because of any difficulty in finding suitable persons. It is 
Jve to the fact that this kind of system is definitely wrong. Whoever 
is "selected" from a system of graded bureaucracy cannot serve as the 
servants of the people; they wi!l only be "successors" of the special 
privileged class. The basic interest of the people cannot be entrusted 

to several or several hundred or several thousand "successors." It must 
rely upon the perfection of the system. To resolve the problem of 
successors involves the problem of discovering talents and the system of 
electing cadres. 


In order to discover talents, the people must have an opportunity to express 
themselves. In the future, the various regions and the various departments 
must be given full autonomy and the right of self-rule. The cadres of all 
levels must be permitted to develop their creative spirit, to be different, 
and to compete with one another. The cadres must be encouraged to express 
their individual opinions on newspapers, magazines, television broadcasting 
programs, and various meetings. All those who have no viewpoints about 
anything whatsoever, those who copy everything, dispatch as usual, and 
transmit routinely, and who have no talent to be cadres, will have to show 
their true nature. The masses can make the decision of either retaining 
them or giving them up. In order that the people can effectively exercise 
their voting right, their right to information must first be guaranteed. 
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Poor knowledge and being blocked off from news are the major obstacles to 
the masses’ exercising their rights and privileges as society's owners. 

The party and government of the proletariat should adopt realistic measures 
and supply all necessary conditions to change this situation. [The party 
and the government] should not use all sorts of excuses to raise the barrier 
still higher so as to further obstruct obtaining news for the masses. 

The so-called “keeping the secrets of the state" is the most convenient 
excuse. Bureaucrats use "secrecy" to cover up embarrassment, to shroud 
their private lives of promiscuity and shamelessness, to plug the hole 
through which they steal from the state's treasury, to conceal their bottom- 
less extravagance, to disguise their iron gate [hands] which oppress and 
destroy the spirit of the society, to put over the curtain behind which they 
decide the prosperity and destitution of the fatherland, and to hide their 
every action of peace and war. Obviously, if this [cover of secrecy] is not 
torn down, the so-called people's right to know, right to election, the so- 
called democracy, the so-called socialism are all nothing but embroideries 
on that loincloth. The example of Lenin must be followed to disclose the 
records of meetings of the People's Congress and its Standing Committee, 

the Party's Congress of Representatives, and the Central Committe (except 
those involving military secrets) to the public so that the party members 
and the masses will understand the thoughts and viewpoints of every leader 
for the purpose of deciding whom to support and whom to oppose, and whom to 
elect and whom to recall. Political reform should advance shoulder to 
shoulder with economic revolution. The existing system of graded officials 
and the life tenure of cadres must be changed as soon as possible, and the 
democratic election system of the Paris Commune must be gradually implemented. 
It must be resolved that before the year 2000, all those who serve from the 
basic level cadre posts to the chairman of the party Central Committee must 
be, through a period of transition, primarily elected. Time is totally 
«motionless. The revolutionaries of the older generation who are today 

above the masses cannot help but one day going to see Marx. The people 
eagerly hope that what they leave to posterity will not be a written 
constitution and party charter to "guarantee that China will not revise 

in 20 years." What they should leave is a good system for democratic 
election of society's public servants. If that is the case, perhaps at 

the anniversaries of their death, there will not be gigantic celebrations 

to sing songs of praise to their pictures. Instead, the hundreds of millions 
of boys and girls of China will forever remember their heroic feat in their 
hearts. 


6168 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR PUBLISHED 
Criticism From Datong 


Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 25-26, 28 


[Text] Comrade Editors: 


I would like to describe to you briefly the condition of democracy and other 
matters in Datong in the following: 


(1) Democratic Movement: 


Ordinarily, the inhabitants of Datong City are deficient in the matter of 
courage, but there was one who was brave. He posted several big-character 
posters about the deputy secretary of the municipal committee (currently the 
secretary of the city). Although the contents of the big-character posters 
‘ere basically factual, he was locked up for more than a year. After the 
Third National People's Congress, some became a little more daring and formed 
some opinions about the movement of that time. They could not make sense of 
it; they wrote a few big and little character posters, addressing the 
municipal committee secretary and deputy secretary. They did not dare to 
sign their names and did not dare to post them during the day. After these 
were posted, it was but a day or so before they were torn down. Afterwards, 
proclamations were issued from the top to bottom. In this manner, there have 
been no big or little character posters in Datong ever since. The courtyard 
behind the recreation center where coal is stored and where basically no 

one ever goes is designated [for this purpose]. The situation being thus, 
the leaders of the municipal committee are still, during the meeting, pointing 
accusing fingers at individuals for attacking Chairman Mao, the Communist 
Party, socialism, the leaders of the municipal committee, etc. As a matter 
of fact, such were not the contents of the few big-character posters that 
existed in Datong. It was the leaders of the municipal committee who used 
this angle to achieve their purpose of scaring the masses into not daring 

to post big-character posters. 


(2) Problem of Housing: 


The problem of housing for the residents of Datong City has not had a resolu- 
tion for more than 1 year now. There are cases of several generations 
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sleeping on one hearth-bed. In some cases, because of lack of housing, the 
young people remain single for several years after obtaining a marriage 
license. 


The situation is very much different for those who have power. The cadre 
above the rank of the bureau of Datong City may select a lot for himself to 
build a good house according to a design of his own liking. Some of these 
had been living in very good looking buildings. After the Tangshan earth- 
quake, these people felt that multi-storied buildings were not safe. Not a 
few have built one-story earthquake resistant houses nearby. Cadres of the 
rank of department heads, of course, desire safety, comfort, as well as 
fashionableness. They took over the fruit orchard, which had been in 
cultivation by the Datong Municipal Bureau of Horticulture and Forestry for 
severan tens of years, and built a two-storied building there with earth- 
quake resistant features. The fruit trees in front and rear of the building 
were not cut. They want to live in a high class and safe building and to 
eat fresh and tasty fruits too. This was not enough. After these cadres 
had moved into the building, the Housing Management Bureau dispatched a 

team of specialists to handle the maintenance work, to listen to the opinions 
of the cesidents, and to see if another "little building" is in need of being 
built somewhere, or somewhere a vegetable garden should be dug. Some cadres 
do not move over there themselves; they let their children and grandchildren 
move there to enjoy themselves. Those cadres who had moved over there did 
not relinquish their old residences; they retained them for their children 
and grandchildren, or they transferred them to their relatives and friends. 


The problem of residences for Vice Chairman Wang [3076] discussed in some 
articles in BEIJING ZHICHUN would have made people feel as if a mountain 
were being made out of a molehill, if such had been a problem in Datong. 
‘low many vice chairmen are there in the entire country? In Datong, 13 
fourth-rank and 17 eighth-rank cadres behave like that. If a vice chairman 
reaches for heaven, it would seem logical. How [can anyone really think] 
of equality? 


(3) Problem of Successors? 


I remember some time ago when I read an article in "Reference News" that the 
son of Brezhnev was suddenly appointed first deputy secretary of the Foreign 
Ministry and that some long-term plans were arranged by persons of superior 
ranks in the Soviet Union for their sons and daughters, I was given cause 

for reflection. What is the use of publishing that sort of information? 

What is the purpose? It is none other than exposing the dictatorial rule 

of the society of the Soviet Union. Can the unreasonable phenomenon of a 
son succeeding his father be resolved in our country? I would not know 

about other places, but as far as Datong is concerned, from the secretary 

of the municipal committee to the heads of the various departments and 
bureaus, there are not very many among their sons, daughters, daughters-in-law... 
who have not become cadres and leaders. At the very least, their work in the 
various organizations is well taken care of. Is it because their sons and 
daughters are naturally smart and have leadership abilities? In the past, 
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someone said that "If one learns mathematics, physics and chemistry, one 
does not have to be afraid anywhere one finds oneself in the world." Later, 
[this idea] was criticized as taking the road of white specialists. Today, 
"learning mathematics, physics and chemistry is not as good as having a 

yood father." Can this be taking the red specialists' road? 


In our courtyard there is a little fellow whose father is an ordinary worker. 
When he graduated from the middle school, due to his agricultural resident 
certificate, he had no right to take the examination for technological 
schools. Every day he goes to his neighbors to help build houses and 

repair houses. He is diligent and fast and is quite enthusiastic. Everyone 
told his father that "Your son is not bad." His father tightened up his 
eyebrows and made a sorry face replying: ‘The son is a good son; but 

there is no good father." 


There are many things to talk about; the above are just the beginning. 


Yang Feng [2799 6912] Datong, Shanxi Province 
12 September 1979 


Letters From Jiangsu 


Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 41-43 


[Text] Editor's Note: Some letters from Jiangsu are pub- 
lished in the following. The conditions reflected in these 
letters have also occurred in other places all over the 
country. The Constitution of 19-- [as published] of our 
country says that the people have freedom of speech, free- 
dom of publication, freedom of assembly, freedom of 
association, etc., and the state must materially guarantee 
these. Ina large city, if a democracy wall is set up, it 
may have been regarded as just a little bit of a guarantee. 
In many places, however, even a wall of the size of the palm 
of a hand cannot be found. What a pitiful socialist democracy! 


We are determined to support and to help, with our voice, the 
comrades of every place all over the country who have the will 
to struggle for democratic rights and justice. Even though 

the forces of feudal dictatorship and the forces opposing 
socialist democracy are still very powerful, the experiences 

of several tens of years of struggle of revolutionaries of the 
older generation and our own struggles have all proved that 
with steadfast faith in truth and uncompromising and continuous 
struggle, all evil forces may be extinguished, to walk, step by 
step, on the road of political democratization, and the four 
modernizations, toward victory. 


Dear Comrade Editor: 


The atmosphere of democracy is very poor in Nanjing. Someone posted a xxx 
sized big-character poster and was arrested to do 2 years of labor reform. 
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For a long time, the Democracy Wall in Nanjing remained a blank. On 

17 August a big-character poster of BEIJING ZHICHUN concerning the problem 
of Wang Dongxing [3076 2639 5281] was put up and it brought a great deal of 
reaction among the masses. In the middle of the night of the following 
day, it was pasted over by a large poster about “launching the autumn 
patriotic hygiene movement." I went to various streets of Nanjing and was 
not able to find another such poster [about the hygiene movement]. This 
was the only such poster, and it just so happened to be pasted to cover that 
big-character poster. Furthermore, on that Democracy Wall, there were large 
empty spaces, but that announcement just had to be pasted over that big- 
character pester. Obviously, when the person of Wang Dongxing was attacked, 
the pain was felt in the hearts of some persons in Jiangsu. The establish- 
ment in Jiangsu is in a habit of such cheap shots, tearing up and covering 
up big and little character posters. Concerning local matters in Nanjing, 
those in charge at the provincial committee had energetically arranged 

for tearing, destroying, painting over, and washing off posters of the 
Masses opposing the "gang of four" or in remembrance of the premier. This 
is truly "their excellent style" and "honorable tradition." For th: he 
masses are very dissatisfied. The announcement which had covered th ig- 
character poster of BEIJING ZHICHUN was torn down, but the original big- 
character poster [behind it] had turned into shreds. One could barely 

make out a portion of the contents. Due to the fact that xxx had blockaded 
the spirit of the third plenum of the CCP Central Committee and the second 
session of the Fifth NPC, the masses in Nanjing did not really know the 
related conditions. The big-character poster of BEIJING ZHICHUN is, 
therefore, very significant. I hope related articles of your publication 
can again be read in Nanjing. 


By the way, there are those who had done a lot of things for the "gang of 
four," but once the "gang of four" lost power, they immediately became 
"heroes" who had always opposed the "gang of four." They contributed their 
forces to put down the Nanjing Incident. After the "gang of four" lost 
power, they continued to regard the comrades of the Nanjing Incident as 
counterrevolutionaries and refused to provide restitution. Once the Nanjing 
Incident was repatriated, suddenly on the newspapers they again became the 
"supporters" of the Nanjing Incident. [They] may truly be called constantly 
variable. At present, they are against the Third Plenum of the CCP Central 
Committee and supporting Wang Dongxing, but if Wang Dongxing should lose 
power, they will most certainly become "heroes" who steadfastiy struggle 
against Wang Dongxing. If [you] do not believe me, just wipe clear your 
eyes and wait. 


Chang Lang [7022 3186] Nanjing 
24 August 1979 
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Dear Comrades of the Editorial Department: 


We are a group of young persons in the ancient city of Suzhou. We enthu- 
siastically love the fatherland, the people, and arts and literature. We 
hope to reform some unreasonable phenomena which still exist in the present 
society. We hope, step by step, that the system of providing jobs through 
rank will be eliminated and that the democratic system of socialism will be 
perfected, so that the people will truly become the masters of the nation. 

We hope the fatherland will become richer and stronger daily, the society 
will become more civilized, and the people will become happier. As a group, 
we have formed a society by ourselves and have determined to use the media of 
arts and literature to take aim at the reality of living. We hope to attack 
mainly the residual poison of the “gang of four," the bureaucratic, 
feudalistic ideas, ideas of small merchants, etc., which do not coincide 
with the needs of the new era, which obstruct the liberation of thoughts, 

and which interfere with the development of productivity. We prepare to 
propose some social problems and some problems cc... .rning arts and literature 
for broad and in-depth discussion so that we ray gain some improvement in 

the understanding of socialist theories and in literature and the arts. 

We sing praises for the truth, goodness and beauty that are in the life of 
the society and expose all that are false, ugly and evil. We are determined 
to promote the early realization of the four modernizations and to contribute 
our efforts for improving the scientific and cultural level of all 
nationalities of Chinese. 


Most recently, we reproduced some political discussion articles of BEIJING 
ZHICHUN as well as some "in memorium" poems. These were very enthusiastically 
received by the masses of our city. The people talked about them and passed 
them around and competed to get hold of them. These articles provided 
‘mprovements and inspiration for the minds of all. While reading and dis- 
cussing, people gradually recognized some problems of reality. We felt 

the reproduced copies of BEIJING ZHICHUN cannot possibly satisfy the demands; 
therefore, we hand copied some and put up a special column for BEIJING ZHICHUN 
on the wall. After it was posted, the readers came continuously and the 
effect was very good. Not a few brought pen and paper and started copying. 
Unexpectedly, at 11:45 of the night following [the posting] 11 male and 

female public security officers brought cameras, flashlights, etc., [to the 
wall] and carefully took pictures of every word in the column before washing 
all the articles off completely. Every little piece of paper they took 

off the wall was put into the leather briefcases of these persons to bring 
with them. This little special column survived just a total of 40 hours. 

The next morning, we wrote down the facts of what happened the night before 
and pasted it in the original spot as a big-character poster. At the same 
time, we also introduced the conditions of open publication of BEIJING ZHICHUN 
in the capital and its influence over the entire nation. At noon, the 
big-character poster was torn off; the wall was washed clean; and an 
"announcement" of the Bureau of Public Security was pasted in its place. 

(This announcement is produced on the basis of maintaining the Four Principles, 
saying that all big-character posters must be pasted in predesignated places. 
There has never been a predesignated place, however, which may be called a 
Democracy Wall. [The announcement] is in fact nonsensical talk.) Regarding 
these conditions, we are prepared to continue to argue and struggle. 
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Toward a future of good and happy human society, we link our hands and 
struggle! 


Min Jian [3046 1017] Suzhou [Jiangsu Province] 
21 August 1979 


Dear Comrades of the Editorial Department: 


After the first half of my letter was written, I waited to see what would 
be the fate of BEIJING ZHICHUN as it was posted for the second time on 
the Democracy Wall of Suzhou. The letter has been there waiting for 

2 days. 


At dawn of 9 September (it should be called the night of the 10th) once again 
we pasted the partial contents of BEIJING ZHICHUN which I had copied. This 
time we used the south wall of the municipal physical education yard (as it 
is said that the physical education yard is, according to regulation, the 
place where big-character posters may be put up). Notices were also posted 
in several relatively busy intersections of the city as well as at the gate 
of Jiangsu Teachers College for the purpose of attracting a larger number 

of readers [for the big-character poster] because the physical education 
yard is a relatively quiet place. On the first day, we took turns to 
observe. There was a crowd of readers; the condition was good. Many of 

the readers rode bicycles over from faraway places. Then, some plain- 
clothesmen were discovered to be milling around in the crowd. There was 
also some tailing activity. I walked away toward the evening, but I in fact 
discovered two or three plainclothesmen wandering around, with eyes darting 
in all directions. It was really annoying. Readers continued to come. 

In some places on the poster, three or four persons had written several 

dvmb and unanswerable questions. For example: in the article, it says 
there should be a revolution more violent than the "April Fifth"; on the 
margin, a little fellow wrote: "Who's life should be revolutionalized away?" 
The notes were all this kind, hardly worth talking about. What is maddening 
is the fact that this second life was even shorter. After the first night, 
the next day we found only a white wall there. Those poems, which we spent 
considerable time to copy down by hand, and which should at least inspire 
people to ponder over some problems, were totally torn off by those wretched 
beasts in the dark of the night. (The true facts remain unclear, because 
this time there was not even an announcement.) 


What does this kind of misfortune reveal? It can only show much democratic 
air needs to be piped into Suzhou. How much effort is required of us to 
continue to do this sort of thing forever? We definitely are not about 

to lose heart. We will find ways to continue this activity! 


Min Jian Suzhou 
20 September 1979 
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Parents’ Rejection Torments Reader 


Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 21-22, 32 


[Text] Comrade Editors: 


Hope you are all well. I have not written to you for a long time. Perhaps 
this letter will reach you, and perhaps it may fall into someone else's 
hands. Be that as it may. To be a man, one must be straightforward, 
wherever his behavior may lead him. His thoughts may just as well be made 
public. 


Most recently, there have been those who sought to “rescue” me. They let 
me know that BEIJING ZHICHUN is a reactionary organization. They hoped 
that I would hold the horse at the brink. If I would only be willing to 
reform, they would let bygones be bygones. If I should take just one 

more step forward, nothing could possibly save me and they would truly 
"love to help, but could not." It is said that in a xx city, my name has 
already been registered. As far as I know, my condition has been explained 
to my school. The secretary of my unit would not do anything detrimental 
to me. He has frequently asked me for BEIJING ZHICHUN to read. In his 
lecture, he once mentioned the affair of Li Bendong [262] 2609 2639]. He 
told his superiors that my relationship with him is not bad. I often let 
him read the things he himself was interested in, and he repeatedly asked 
me for them. He even said that he was going to subscribe as well. Now he 
uses the idea of organizational discipline to save himself. He turns up 
his nose when he has to have anything to do with others and does not show 
any sense of shame. He passionately spreads what he hears in the street. 

I assume he must now take it for granted that he cannot keep anything from 
his superiors. Especially he must demonstrate the fact that he has clear- 
cut differences with me politically, because only by so doing can he con- 
vince others that his interest was only for monitoring suspicious elements. 


Those are the kind of people that would cook up human flesh and sell it for 
meat. Their odd style can in fact induce one to vomit. I had thought of 
myself as one that is not easily moved. These people are by no means news. 
Their existence is as necessary as the existence of flies and mosquitoes. 
The two poems of Du Da [3747 1129] of SHI KAN [JOURNAL OF POETRY] No 9 

had been deeply carved on my heart, but now as I was face to face with this, 
I still could not but feel very angry. 


I feel the pain in my heart today because after the "gang of four" was over- 
turned I began to believe in many things: democracy, rule of law, power to 
the people. I really thought the power had been returned to the hands of 

the people. The leaders of the superstructure stood together with the 

people to dash toward the target of the four modernizations together. Today, 
however, BEIJING ZHICHUN is a reactionary organization and other publications 
managed by the people have met a similar fate. This is like being hit on 

the head for me. Is it that what is written in the constitution saying 

that the people have freedom of speech, association, assembly, and publica- 
tion is really a mirage? Is it that the power of the people is still without 
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any guarantees as in days of the past? What is being reactionary? What 
is reactionary as well as antirevolutionary? I can never understand how 
BEIJING ZHICHUN can be called reactionary. 


I remember when I was in Beijing and saw BEIJING ZHICHUN on the Democracy 
Wall. It goes without saying that I was very interested in the Democracy 
Wall, and thought of looking into democratic publications in Beijing. That 
was how I found Wang Juntao [3769 6511 3447]. He was, then, a youth of just 
20 years, with a boyish face, but the turbulent society had taught him to 
think. He said he and his comrades had participated in the "April 5" 
Movement. He himself had been in jail. He believed that currently the 
most important thing is to learn and to think. [He wanted] to discuss 
truth and to search for the correct road for China to become powerful and 
prosperous with others. Opinions do not have to be the same. He did not 
force his viewpoint on others. He even said with emphasis that at present 
there are those who lightly refute Marxism-Leninism, 1! that was not right. 
[He thought] that these people just have not truly s << .ed Marxism-Leninism; 
therefore, their negative attitude toward that scie «# is totally unreason- 
able and is wrong. He suggested to me repeatedly t « I should seriously 
read books of Marxism-Leninism because they are th ost precious treasure 
of mankind's spiritual culture. To think of mastering truth without 
Marxism-Leninism would be a vain attempt. The democracy so passionately 
wished for by Wang Juntao was the things of common concern of hundreds 

of millions of people in the entire country at that time, and my heart was 
the same at that time. All the people hated the residues of feudalism. 

Who did not wish that the people would be firmly recognized as the masters 
of the country in law and in fact as soon as possible? Who did not wish 
that someday we could speak, without any worry, and express our opinions 
straightforwardly according to reason. The pain of the dictatorship of 

the “gang of four" had been sufficiently felt by us. No youths in China 
wix had a conscience would not feel that way. It was for this that you 
created BEIJING ZHICHUN. Your blood, love and hate made you create this 
publication. Under the "gang of four," all publications were in the hands 
of the authorities, while power sometimes did not represent truth. On the 
contrary, the most barbaric measures were used to kill it. Nothing was 
spared. Among us the young, who would believe, in the beginning, that high 
level cadres of the Communist Party would do that sort of thing. The 
organization of proletarian dictatorship would extinguish the martyr 

Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] and many revolutionaries like extinguishing 
an ant. Therefore, there have to be publications published by the people. 
Facts of history tell us this indeed did happen. It is true that power 
does not necessarily represent truth. There must be publications that are 
not controlled by power. This belief is not due to anybody's ulterior 
motive. This is a lesson learned from historical experience. Judging from 
the issues of BEIJING ZHICHUN that I have seen, I cannot find anything that 
is wrong and cannot see anything in the contents that would earn you the 
bad name of being counterrevolutionary. None at all. You criticize darkness 
because of light. You love to protect the purity of the party like the 

eye that cannot tolerate sand; so, you disclose the mistakes of high level 
cadres. I think, if to speak of facts is reactionary, then, reactionary, 
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counterrevolutionary are just laughable terms. If you are called reactionary, 
then, there would be no way to explain a series of facts: The rights of 

the people in the constitution, the propaganda of democracy after the “gang 
of four" was beaten, the superiors repeatedly telling the people not to 

have residual fear. Are all these just face masks? 


Therefore, I thought it over hundreds of times and still could not understand. 
My heart felt the pain. I cannot doubt my country's political and legal 
institutions, but where is in fact the crime of BEIJING ZHICHUN? I believe 
BEIJING ZHICHUN is a pure and innocent group of young people. I believe 

my own connection with BEIJING ZHICHUN involved no wrong. I was not wrong 

in posting BEIJING ZHICHUN. We did not commit any crime. The government 
agencies found BEIJING ZHICHUN and those who are related to BEIJING ZHICHUN 
particularly interesting. I do not know if that is reasonable, especially 
whether [they] have the authority. 


Furthermore, so much was said in articles about not convicting for what is 
said and not to jail for words. The sound still stays in the ears. How 
ean this be happening? Does this reasoning have nothing to do with those 
who perform internal secret work? Maybe they have a different series of 
reasons. 


I am grateful to those who want to rescue me. I am, however, very puzzled 

and cannot understand the whole business. A person must do things according 
to reason. He must understand. He must do according to his conscience. 
Therefore, if I do not understand what I did that was wrong I must acknowledge 
my own wrong. This is indeed unbearably painful to me. But, if I do not 
admit my wrong doing, I will fall into a cave hundreds of thousands of feet 
deep. What to do, who to follow? I have no way to choose. This sort of 
thing cannot be discussed with those to whom one is not related. I, therefore, 
write this letter because it is a reasonable thing to do. If I can be made 

to understand where I was wrong, of course there would be no reason for me 

not to reform, and I would be happy and convinced. My soul and my body 

would not fall into the deepest hole. Would I be lucky! When one has pain, 
his head and brain twist into a knot of a single problem and he would go 
insane. Unknown to himself, he would begin to talk to himself. This is 

what I am doing now--talking to myself in this letter. This is the result 

of my ideological struggle to the extent of white heat. The result remains 
confused stuff. I am just about splitting into two; I am about to become 
crazy. Why is it that both ends are undoubtedly correct, but they are so 
completely different? But, neither, in the same way, can allow any doubt. 


I really truly feel heart broken, however. My parents want to severe 
relationships with me. My father started to have heart trouble. My mother 
cannot even stand on her feet steadily. They hate me; they scold me; they 
want to beat me. But, as I look at their ruffled hair, shaking hands, and 
that look of wanting to cut-off from me in their eyes, I really feel 
terrible. Those who want to save me are indeed good people, but why would 
they do this to them? I never told them this thing before. They both have 
heart disease. Those who want to save me have struck them right on the head. 


63 





This is my current situation. I myself can take anything, but they are 
letting my parents take it for me. In order to console my parents, I had 
promised not to have any more connection with BEIJING ZHICHUN. I in fact 
have seen through the various newspapers and magazines and their noise 
about democracy. I am disappointed. I can no longer believe in anything 
lightly. Why do I not believe in anything? I can only say that I have 
been taken. From now on, any high sounding tone, any beautiful phrase, 
any skillful performance cannot make me believe any more. In China, 

from the beginning of history to this day, it seems that there have been 
no other “beautiful and good things" except performances. 


Hope you will write. It is best not to sign your name. I will not write 
my name when | write. There are some secretaries and their kind here. 
Perhaps it is not different in your place. Perhaps, there may be an even 
stronger and more powerful hand inserting in between [here and there]. 


I believe you are innocent and clean. Please take care and pay attention to 
safety. 


xxCity, Liaoning Province Xiao Xia [2556 7209] 18 September 1979 
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STORY BEHIND FIRST MARXIST-LENINIST POSTER RECOUNTED 


Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 27-28 


[Article by Li Ying [3810 2019]: "How Was the First Marxist-Leninist Big- 
character Poster Concocted?"] 


[Text] How did the so-called "nation's first Marxist-Leninist big-character 
post written by Nie Yuanzi [5119 0337 2737], who became, for a while, 
extremely popular on the political stage of China, come into being? This 

is a matter of concern for the people of China. According to the under- 
standing of a reporter of this journal, the facts are as follows: 


On the eve of the "May 16" announcement of the party Central Committee of 
the CCP in 1968, that is to say on 14 May, Kang Sheng [1660 3932] carried 
the secret of the party Central Committee with him and dispatched his wife 
Cao Yiou [2580 6522 2962] to Beijing University to carry out the so-called 
survey in the name of the Survey Team of the Central Theoretical Group. 


The Survey Team was composed of seven persons with Cao Yiou as the chairman. 
Before leaving [on its mission! Kang Sheng personally instructed the team 
that "(the team] should work on inflaming Beijing University." Following 
directions, the Survey Team suggested to the party committee of Beijing 
University that the team wanted to participate in the meetings. The 
university's party committee invited the team to come, but the team members 
refused to attend. Comrade Lu Ping [7170 1627] looked for Cao Yiou and 
asked her to report to work. She would not hear of it. Using the excuse 

of "finding out the condition of the cultural revolution," she silently 
brought some persons to the hotel where the team members were staying to 
proceed with secret conversations, to collect information about the 

Beijing University Party Committee, to incite people to oppose the Beijing 
Municipal Committee and the Beijing University Party Committee. The team 
members loudly spoke of "taking the cover off the Beijing University Party 
Committee and the Beijing Municipal Committee." During this period, Cao Yiou 
xnew very well that Nie Yuanzi had many problems in politics and in his 
private life, and the masses had many opinions about him, but he [Kang Sheng] 
said "even if he is a SOB he will still get support." 
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Through a series of secret activities, planned by Kang Sheng and Cao Yiou, 
with Zhang Enci [1728 1869 1964] acting as the go between (this person had 
originally been an instructor of Beijing University's Philosophy Department 
and was transferred to the College of Marxism-Leninism. In the beginning 

of the cultural revolution, Kang Sheng transferred him to the Theoretical 
Survey Team. He is now vice president of the Party School of Shanxi 
Provincial Committee). A number of persons were brought together for a 
meeting on which [Kang Sheng] hinted directly that they might write some 
big-character posters. Yang Keming [2799 0344 2494], who drafted the big- 
character poster, said that was how it all happened. At first, Nie Yuanzi 
et al were prepared to write about the problems of the social education 
movement in Beijing University so as to aim the contradiction at Comrades 
Deng Xiaoping [6772 1420 1627] and Peng Zhen [1756 4176], because 

Deng Xiaoping had asked Comrade Wan Xing [8001 2502] to call an “International 
Hotel Conference," to resolve the social education movement of Beijing 
University in a matter of fact manner, and had criticized the “revolutionary 
faction" who lived off correcting other people, with Nie Yuanzi representing 
that faction. Later, the Survey Team felt that this move would involve 

the central government and the timing would be off. It would be better to 
start out with the Beijing Municipal Committee. Cao Yiou could not stand 
the spirit of Comrade Song Shi's [1345 4311] speech on 14 May and vehemently 
said "We must uncover Song Shi, Lu Ping and Peng Peiyun [1756 1173 0061}." The 
big-character poster wa., therefore, written in accordance with this tone, 
to attack the Beijing University Parcy Committee as the headquarters of a 
black gang. The bomb was made ready to go off. 





In the afternoon of 25 May, the big-character poster appeared on the east 
wall of the dining hall in Beijing University and received immediate 
counterattack from the masses and the cadres of the university. Within the 
sort period of half a day, the masses posted more than 1,000 big-character 
tabloids of their own in violent opposition to the first. In the same 
night Premier Zhou dispatched officials of the North China Bureau, the 
Foreign Ministry of the State Council, and the Ministries of Commerce and 
Education to the university to investigate and to gain first-hand under- 
standing of the situation. They also severely reprimanded Nie Yuanzi for 
disturbing the procedure of the central government and violating the 
principles stipulated by the central government. After Kang Sheng learned 
the attitude of Premier Zhou, he hurriedly ordered Zhang Enci to secure 

the manuscript of the big-character poster in search for a counter strategy. 
Behind the backs of the chief execut*ves, Liu Shaoqi, Deng Xiaoping and 
Premier Zhou who were in charge in Beijing, he sent the big-character poster 
to Chairman Mao directly, who was watching the situation in a place outside 
the capital. That was on the 26th of the month. In the afternoon of the 
first of June, there was the nationwide broadcast in the name of "a declara- 
tion of people's communes of Beijing" of the 60's of the 20th century. On 
the same day, Chen Boda [7115 0130 6671] usurped the leadership of 

RENMIN RIBAO [PEOPLE'S DAILY]. On the second of June, under the heading, 

"A Great Conspiracy Exposed by Big-Character Poster" the entire content of 
the poster was published in RENMIN RIBAO, with comments by Chen Boda, 

Wang Dao [3769 043] and Guan Feng [7070 1496], which were composed during 
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the previous night, “to welcome this first big-character poster." The 
editorial “announcing [the beginning] of a great revolution which will 
touch the soul of the people" also appeared. 


On 4 June 1966, on the Conference of 10,000 People in Beijing University, 
Kang Sheng said: "The big-character tabloid was posted on 25 May exposing 
the black gang of Song Shi [1345 2311], Lu Ping and Peng Peiyun; ...in the 
afternoon of 1 June I learned about it (the breedcasted big-character 
poster). I feel that Nie Yuanzi is liberated because that time, we 
supported that big-character poster ind we also rece: he pressure." 


That piece of big-character poster drew China into a fathomless chasm of 
convulsion for 10 long years. Thirty million persons received cruel and 
wretched treatment, and 100 million persons were implicated. This 
cataclysmic tragedy of humanity had it [the first big-character poster] as 
the original springboard. 
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PUNISHMENT DEMANDED FOR MAN ACCUSED OF TAKING SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 


Beijing BEIJING ZHUCHUN (SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 29-32 


[Article by Yi Lun [2496 0243]: "What Does the Reopeu.cng of the Zheng 
Xuyu [6774 2485 3558] Case Explain?"] 


[Text] On 22 April of this year, an article appeared in RENMIN RIBAO 
reporting that “Comrade Zheng Xuyu, the consultant of the military district 
of Hebei Province ignored party discipline and military command and 
illegally and for a prolonged period of time occupied a private residence, 
and will not return it to this day"; related articles by commentators also 
were published. This action of the RENMIN RIBAO was favorably received 

by the masses all over the country. The people believed that this action 
demonstrated the fact that the party is resolved to stand on the side of 
the people to declare war against special privilege; therefore, they were 
deeply encouraged. Now, a new development has occurred in this affair. 


After the notoriety of Zheng Xuyu was criticized by RENMIN RIBAO, after he 
was forced to move out of the private residence which he had occupied un- 
lawfully, and after he had written to the party committee of the military 
district of Hebei Province on 28 April, he took another step further to 
reexamine himself in writing, on 6 May, stating that he “had received 
criticism and education from RENMIN RIBAO and .IEFANGJUN BAO[LIBERATION 
ARMY DAILY] and was determined to correct his mistakes and rectify the 
wrong duings." "The criticism has awakened him from his mistakes." "[The 
house] located in No 53 Fenzhang Hutong was a private residence and 
according to the policy of the party, it should be returned to the owner 
so as to implement the policy. Due to my wistake in handling the problem 
of returning it, however, I affected tiie implemertation of the party's 
policy," "to create a loss to the party's authcrity and credit, affect the 
relationship between the military and the people, and the relationship 
between the military and the government. For this, I am deeply distressed. 
I beseech punishment at the organizational level." 


Not soon afterwards, however, just about ‘ae time of the Second Session of 
the Fifth National People's Congress, Zheng and his family wrote letters 
separately to Peng Ying [1756 5391] and Hu Jiwei [5170 4921 0251] in which 
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the disclosure of the past was completely refuted. The fact and the mistake 
of prolonged occupation of private residence were vociferously denied. 
Furthermore, “a protest and a suit were formally brought to the party 
Central Committee, Chairman Hua, and various vice chairmen, the Central 
Military Commission, the Central Procuratorial Committee, the State 
Legislative Affairs Commission, the Supreme Court and the Supreme People's 
Procuratorate." They sued the reporters of RENMIN RIBAO for false accusa- 
tion and libel, and demanded legal prosecution of Editor-in-Chief Hu Jiwei 
of RENMIN RIBAO and the editor who was responsible for the original article. 
They also sued Wang Yongkuan [3769 3057 1401], Zheng Baolin [6774 1405 2651] 
and Meng Sen [1322 2773], the three persons of the Office of Policy 
Implementation of Beijing City who supplied the information to the reporters 
for "the crime of libel, false accusation, and deception, for bearing false 
witness," and "for illegally confiscating their legal domicile," "and for 
committing a crime against the right of a person and the right of residence 
of citizens." "Hao Deyuan [6787 1795 J337], the owner ot the dwelling at 
No 53 Fenzhang Hutong, was accused of using the support of RENMIN RIBAO to 
carry out crazy class revenge against that revolutionary of ours, with such 
ferocity that he in fact committed the crime of counterrevolutionary class 
revenge." "His public trial was demanded." "Formal suit was brought 
against the five persons, the reporter and Wang, Zheng, Meng, and Hao." 

The righteously indignant Zheng Xuyu of today and the deeply distressed 
Zheng Xuyu of yesterday appeared to be two entirely different persons. 


The Supreme People's Court has not yet formally tried the case; therefore, 
the affair has not yet come to a conclusion, but it has already demonstrated 
many problems. Articles of the First Section of Criminal Law and Criminal 
Prosecution p: cedure of the People's Republic of China have been passed 
by the Second Session of the Fifth National People's Congress. These laws 
have been praised as the socialist legal code of the people, but they have 
»t yet performed any service for the people while those who have power and 
authority have already wanted to use them to sue five innocent citizens. 
This [fact] denonstrates that the formulation of a legal code only amounts 
to the first step in the 1,000 li march toward a nation ruled by socialist 
laws. In order to have a system of rule by law, we must do many, many 
things. Whether or not our laws are truly used for the service of the people 
also remains to be verified by practice. 


A nation truly ruled by law must practice treating everyone equally before 

the law. In our society, those who have power and authority use the so-called 
"class characteristic" of law as an excuse to practice two different standards 
of law toward those who rule and those who are ruled. Zheng Xuyu mentioned 
over and over in his letter that he is "a member of the Communist Party,” 

and “an old warrior of the Red Army." His family is "a revolutionary family," 
and "a family of the old Red Army"; while Hao Deyuan is "a current counter- 
revolutionary element who wears a hat." It was for this reason that in 1969, 
on the basis of his position as the deputy political committee member of the 
military district of Hebei Province, through the "leftist support" guard 
personnel relationship, he used a 10-room public dwelling of a total of 

110m? to exchange for the private residence of the famous Beijing opera 

singer Hao Shouchen [6787 1108 5256], which is a dwelling of 23 rooms 
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totaling 39 3m2. Later, due to the need for more rooms, he took two more 
courts of 10 rooms (about 90m2) which are adjacent to the Hao Shouchen 
residence to cause the area of the residence of his family to reach 

33 rooms of a total of 483m2. Furthermore, through the relationship 

of a certain deputy chief of the rear support troops of Beijing military 
district, funds were expended by the military office to build a garage, 

a kitchen, and a gateway, and to install heating and sanitation equipment, 
etc. All these are reasonable and legal. When the legal owner Hao Deyuan 
brought complaints to the related office to request restitution of his legal 
right, he was accused of "committing the ferocious crime of class revenge." 
When some people said a few words for Hao Deyuan in the interest of fairness, 
they were tagged with the frightfully large hat of "the problem of class 
viewpoint." This goes to show that in the head of the type of people 

like Zheng Xuyu, the poison of special privilege has already soaked 

in through and through. 


At present, a family of an ordinary citizen of our country generally has 

a home of a dozen or several tens of square meters, while the area of a 
deputy officer of the provincial military level is more than 10 times that 
of a citizen, and our laws allow such matters to stand as they are without 
any form of control. A poor pockpocket caught stealing several hundred 
yuan would be criminally prosecuted. After Zheng Xuyu moved into No 53 
Fenzhang Hutong, he only paid 3 years of rent. He did not pay anyone any 
sort of rent from 1972 to 1979. If each room is considered to be 1 yuan 

per year, in the 7 years, he had stolen nearly 2,800 yuan. Our laws do 

not concern themselves with this and do not try to look into it. Obviously, 
this type of law which "allows officials to be arsonists, but does not allow 
the citizens to light a lamp," is extremely imperfect. If we bend under the 
pressure of those who have power and influence and do not dare to make the 
>logan of equality before the law become a reality, the law will serve as 

a handmaid of power to form a tool of the privileged class to oppress 

the masses of people. 


Besides, articles of the law are only the skeleton of a legal system. At 
present, there is the need of a supreme court that is courageous and know- 
ledgeable to use a series of judgment cases to provide a substance and content 
to the law. This type of supreme court should be composed of legal specialists 
who would be completely independent in their deliberation and judgment. They 
should be responsible only to the law, to the interest of the people and 

to their own conscience. 


The newly formulated criminal ‘aw is ambiguous with respect to the definition 
of the crime of counterrevolution and the crime of libel. Based upon past 
experience, many persons suspect that these two articles will become the 
bases for the privileged to wipe out the rights and freedom of the people, 
to suppress criticism, and to prevent retaliation. For this reason, we 
believe the Supreme Court should review the counterrevolution cases brought 
by the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Public Security against Wei Jinsheng 
[7614 6855 3932], Yang Guang [2799 0342], Ren Wanding [0117 2480/1354 
2480/0002], Fu Yuehua [0102 2588 5478] etc., and the cases brought by 
Zheng Xuyu against the reporter, Wang Yongkuan, Zheug Baolin, Meng Sen, 

and Hao Deyuan. Through a fair judgment of the above cases, the law will 
be more clearly and precisely interpreted by the court. 
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We believe that if such persons as Wei, Yang, Ren, Fu, etc., are to be accused 
of counterrevolution because they criticized the state's leaders, criticized 
those elements who administer the policy and theory of the party, and 
organized demonstrations and assembly, then, the accusation is contrary 

to the spirit and the letter of the Constitution and the criminal law. 


We believe the crime of libel applies only when a story is fabricated for 
the sole purpose of ruining someone's reputation. It does not apply to a 
news meciun, which, in its own judgment and in the interest of the public, 
discloses facts concerning certain persons’ private affairs while the con- 
tents of tle disclosure may not be totally factual due to an unclarified 
condition. 


With respect to Zheng Xuyu's illegal occupation of a private residence, 
related superior organization and leaders, from 1970 to 22 April 1979, had 
drawn up two resolutions, dispatched two notices, sent two opinions, mailed 
two notes, written one letter, made six proposals, and sent special persons 
to inform him seven times to order him to move out immediately, but Zhen 
Xuyu did not do a thing. He just sat tight. When RENMIN RIBAO made his 
mistake public, he could not but instantly move out. This goes to show 
that when publications and broadcasting stations are in the hands of the 
people, the news media form a favorable weapon against privilege. 


This point is understood by Zheng Xuyu and those who have the same disease 
as he. In his letter, Zheng accused RENMIN RIBAO of committing the same 
crime of using the pen to kill people as in the "gang of four" period, 

and of damaging the power and the credit of the party, of obstructing 

the correct execution of the goal and the policy of the party, and of 
contradicting the party's policy regarding propaganda and reporting. He 
also announced that reportorials of RENMIN RIBAO have already caused "a 
tense relationship between the military and the government." At present, 
the various units of the military have many brave comrades who are very 
aissatisfied with this sort of thing that you do, and encourage me to 
struggle for truth." He used very obvious threatening words to coerce 
RENMIN RIBAO to nullify its original report and publicly restore his 
reputation. At this point, Zheng Xuyu voluntarily represented the interest 
of a stratum of the society, and attempted to use the real power of 

policy to extinguish the flame of struggle against privilege. 


The more they act like this, however, the more they show us the importance 
of defending our freedom of information and freedom of speech. A news 
media that is independent and is never converted by the "policy" or "goal" 
of a certain stratum, that dares to speak justly for the people and to face 
up to life and society, is a deadly enemy of privilege and the bureaucracy 
and a great pillar of socialist democracy. This is a goal which we are 
struggling to reach. 


The activity of Zheng Xuyu to reopen his case tells us that there is an intimate 
relationship between the "two inclusives," "the four never to forget," and in- 
sistence upon privileges. Facts tell us that we must not underestimate the 

"all inclusive" factions. We also must not tolerate treachery and threats, 
otherwise, the diehards of the "gang of four" faction will reopen cases on 

us and those who hold privileges "will be insanely corrupted by their power." 
Are not the lessons of the past several months profound enough? [If not] just 
carefully reflect the meaning of the reopening of the case of Zheng Xuyu. 
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REFERENCE NEWS PUBLISHED 


Beijing BEIJING ZHICHUN [SPRING OF BEIJING] in Chinese No 8, 28 Sep 79 
pp 32, 40, 43 


[Text] Six persons, including Huang Xiang [7806 5046], Li Zhonghua [2621 
4191 5478] et al of the Shimeng Association and the Jiedong Association of 
Guizhou have been found innocent and released. 


Ren Wanding [0117 3979 3957] the person who was chiefly responsible for the 
Human Rights Alliance and who was arrested in front of the Democracy Wall 

on 4 April this year spoke at a criminals’ learning conference that "Based 
upon the newly published law and the speech of Comrade Peng Zhen [1756 4176], 
I never performed any deed with the overthrowing of proletarian dictatorship 
as the objective. It is just that some of my viewpoints and ideas are 
different from the propaganda in the newspaper; therefore, it is illegal 

to arrest me for the prevailing law of the crime of counterrevolution. I 
should be considered not guilty and released." 


In March of this vear, the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Public Security re- 
tained a female citizen, Fu Yuehua [0102 2588 5478]and accused her of crimes 
of “selling her hedy to foreigners, selling intelligence information," 
“organizing persons visiting the capita) to plunge into Zhongnanhai." A 
public trial was announced to rectify the law of the state. The court has 
not convened to this day, however, because the above crimes “were found to 
have no real evidence"; but she is not released. The new reason is that 
"[she}] assembled the crowd for disturbance and destroyed communication." 


Ma Danian [7456 1129 1628], the pre-trial official of the Seventh Division 

of the Bureau of Public Security, who eagerly participated in putting down 
the "April 5" Movement, angrily attacked Premier Zhou and tried and question- 
ed Comrade Qian Zhixiong [0051 1807 7160] is now a member of the special 

case group which administers the "detective" arresting officials. 


It has been learned that during the cultural revolution, those who committed 
"a crime of thoughts" like Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] (political crimes) 
and were slaughtered numbered more than 100,000. Those who should not have 
been killed but were killed, numbered 500,000. 
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Before the cultural revolution, the chief of the Beijing Municipal Bureau of 
Public Security, Liu Jiantian [0491 1017 1131] was the deputy chief of 

the First Bureau of the Ministry of Public Security. During the early 
stage of the cultural revolution, he was appointed by Xie Fuzhi [6200 1381 
3112] to be the deputy chief of the work group of the Bureau of Public 
Security at the city. After the "gang of four" were smashed, he was recom- 
mended by Wang Dongxing [3076 2639 5281] to be the chief of the Bureau of 
Public Security. 


When the matter of how to deal with Cheng Cheng [4453 2052], who was the 
former deputy chief of the Bureau of Public Security and the on site 

general commander in controlling the “April 5" Movement, was being discussed 
at the party committee of the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Public Security, 
differences of opinions occurred. Those old cadres who had just been 
restored to their jobs maintained that he should be severely dealt with 
according to the regulations of the party and the laws of the state. 

The Bureau Chief Liu Jiantian found an excuse not to participate in the 
meeting, but he asked others to express his opinion, which was to clear 
Cheng Cheng as fast as possible. 


Wang Gengyin [3769 2577 0603], one of the chief murderers who crushed the 
“April 5" Movement, a black strong-arm of Liu Chuanxin [0491 0278 2450], 

the former military representative and deputy chief of the Beijing Municipal 
Bureau of Public Security had been designated by the central government 

to be a contradiction between the enemy and us [an enemy of the people]. 
When the problem of how to deal with Wang Genyin came up for discussion 

at the party committee of the Municipal Bureau of Public Security, Liu 
Jiantian found an excuse not to attend. Today, Wang Gengyin is in the 
Public Security Hospital to rest while recovering from an illness. 


Around noon, a little after 1 o'clock, 5 July there were more than 100 
citizens coming to Tiantan Park to participate in a mass organized meeting 

to discuss "democracy and the four modernizations.” Just when the meeting 
was about to begin, more than 10 plainclothesmen, who had been hiding in the 
vicinity, rushed to the meeting site and dispersed the masses, using "illegal 
assembly" as the excuse. One citizen was arrested at the site, the 
organizer, Hai Gen [3189 2704]. He had posted the announcement for the 
meeting on the Democracy Wall several days previously. 


According to late April statistics of the Beijing Municipal Bureau of 
Public Security, before "the Six-Article Proclamation of the Municipal 
Revolutionary Committee" was made public, there were 21 organizations, 
totaling 68 persons who organized mass publications. After the "proclama- 
tion" was made public, the number suddenly increased to more than 120 
persons. 
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